Maine State Library

Maine State Documents
Maine State Senate

Legislature Documents

1945

Constitution of the State of Maine [1945]
Maine State Senate

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalmaine.com/senate_docs
Recommended Citation
Maine State Senate, "Constitution of the State of Maine [1945]" (1945). Maine State Senate. Paper 5.
http://digitalmaine.com/senate_docs/5

This Text is brought to you for free and open access by the Legislature Documents at Maine State Documents. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Maine State Senate by an authorized administrator of Maine State Documents. For more information, please contact statedocs@maine.gov.

s%2 ,'/3 :
tyS

7
HAISE state library

CONSTITUTION
i»

OF THE

STATE OF MAINE
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134,

103251

C O N S T IT U T IO N
OP THE

S T A T E O F M A IN E
FORMED IN

CONVENTION

AT

PORTLAND,

OCTOBER

29,

AND

ADOPTED B Y

TH E

PEOPLE

IN

TOWN MEETINGS,

DECEMBER

6,

A. D.

1819,

AND OP TH E INDEPENDENCE OP TH E UNITED STATES
THE FORTY-FOURTH,

TOGETHER W ITH

TH E

X X I A mendments S ubsequently M ade T hereto, A rranged as
A mended, in P ursuance op a L egislative R esolve op F ebruary 24,
1875, by the C hief J ustice op the S upreme J udicial C ourt, the
H onorable John A ppleton, W hose D raft and A rrangement was ,
by a R esolve op F ebruary 23, 1876, A pproved by the L egislature,
and O rdered to be E nrolled on P archment and to be D eposited in
the O ffice of the S ecretary of S tate .
PREA M BLE.
W e, the people of Maine, in order to establish justice, insure tranquility,
provide for our mutual defence, promote our common welfare, and secure
to ourselves and our posterity the blessings of liberty, acknowledging with
grateful hearts the goodness of the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe in
affording us an opportunity, so favorable to the design; and, imploring
His aid and direction in its accomplishment, do agree to form ourselves
into a free and independent State, by the style and title of the S tate of
M aine , and do ordain and establish the following Constitution for the
government of the same.

Objects of
government.

33 Me. 283; 58 Me. 607, 612.
A R T IC L E I.
D eclaration of R ights .
S ection i . All men are born equally free and independent, and have N atural rights.
certain natural, inherent and unalienable rights, among which are those
of enjoying and defending life and liberty, acquiring, possessing and pro
tecting property, and of pursuing and obtaining safety and happiness.
2 Me. 275; 6 Me. 412; 27 Me. 212; 33 Me. 283, 558; 58 Me. 594, 598,
613; 59 Me. 318, 545. 549, 553 ; 60 Me. 122, 133; 66 Me. 73; 86 Me. 498;
94 Me. n o ; 97 Me. 70; 100 Me. 351; 101 Me. 37; 103 Me. 509; 106 Me.
62; 107 Me. 249; 126 Me. 537; 132 Me. 148, 167; 133 Me. 293, 468; 135
Me. 5; 136 Me. 103, 291.
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All power is
inherent in, the
people.

Religious freedom.

—proviso.

—all sects are
equal.
—religious tests
are prohibited.
—right to elect
religious teachers.

S ec. 2. All power is inherent in the people; all free governments are
founded in their authority and instituted for their benefit; they have
therefore an unalienable and indefeasible right to institute government,
and to alter, reform, or totally change the same, when their safety and
happiness require it.
S ec. 3. All men have a natural and unalienable right to worship A l
mighty God according to the dictates of their own consciences, and no
one shall be hurt, molested or restrained in his person, liberty or estate
for worshipping God in the manner and season most agreeable to the
dictates of his own conscience, nor for his religious professions or senti
ments, provided he does not disturb the public peace, nor obstruct others
in their religious worship;— and all persons demeaning themselves peace
ably, as good members of the State, shall be equally under the protection
of the laws, and no subordination nor preference of any one sect or de
nomination to another shall ever be established by law, nor shall any
religious test be required as a qualification for any office or trust, under
this State; and all religious societies in this State, whether incorporate or
unincorporate, shall at all times have the exclusive right of electing their
public teachers and contracting with them for their support and main
tenance.
See R. S. c. 37, § 185, re normal schools; c. 100, § 113, re atheists as w it
nesses; 38 Me. 379; *120 Me. 91.

Freedom of speech
and publication.
—libel.
—truth may be
given in evidence.

SEC. 4. Every citizen may freely speak, write and publish his senti
ments on any subject, being responsible for the abuse of this liberty; no
laws shall be passed regulating or restraining the freedom of the press;
and in prosecutions for any publication respecting the official conduct of
men in public capacity, or the qualifications of those who are candidates
for the suffrages of the people, or where the matter published is proper
for public information, the truth thereof may be given in evidence, and
in all indictments for libels, the Jury, after having received the direction
of the Court, shall have a right to determine, at their discretion, the law
and the fact.
S3 Me. 342;

Unreasonable
searches.

62 Me. 510; 89 Me. 293; *120 Me. 92.

S ec. 5. The people shall be secure in their persons,houses, papers and
possessions from all unreasonable searches and seizures; and no warrant
to search any place, or seize any person or thing, shall issue without a
special designation of the place to be searched, and the person or thing
to be seized, nor without probable cause— supported by oath or affirmation.
13 Mass. 286; 33 Me. 564; 34 Me. 126, 210; 42 Me. 299; 47 Me. 388; 62
Me. 421; 70 Me. 466; 72 Me. 435; 78 Me. 488; 79 Me. 103; 86 Me. 146; 90
Me. 451; 94 Me. 132; 96 Me. 124; 97 Me. 276; 100 Me. 447; 103 Me. 467;
104 Me. 56; 113 Me. 14; *119 Me. 261; 121 Me. 519; 124 Me. 35, 326.

Rights of persons
accused.

S ec. 6. In. all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall have a right to
be heard by himself and his counsel, or either, at his election;
11 Me. 210; 47 Me. 426; 58 Me. 572; 102 Me. 310.
To demand the nature and cause of the accusation, andhave
thereof;

a copy

See R. S. c. 135, § 12, re copy of indictment; 58 Me. 580; 59 Me. 140;
99 Me. 329; h i Me. 457; 115 Me. 251; *116 Me. 421; 117 Me. 364; *118
Me. 203, 303; *119 Me. 538; 122 Me. 22; 123 Me. 312; 124 Me. 178; 125 Me.
319; 129 Me. 28; 131 Me. 79; 132 Me. 134; 134 Me. 448; 135 Me. 423.
To be confronted by the witnesses against him;
69 Me. 401, 403; 127 Me. 236.
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To have a compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor;
39 Me.

54-

To have a speedy, public and impartial trial, and, except in trials by
martial law or impeachment, by a jury of the vicinity. He shall not be
compelled to furnish or give evidence against himself, nor be deprived of
his life, liberty, property or privileges, but by judgment of his peers, or
by the law of the land.
See R. S. c. 135, § 9, re speedy trial; I Me. 230; 11 Me. 210; 37 Me. 156,
165; 39 Me. 258; 47 Me. 432; 55 Me. 200; 58 Me. 573, 594, 598; 59 Me. 318,
549, 553 ! 60 Me. 122, 138, 509-12; 62 Me. 37; 65 Me. 121, 242; 66 Me. 73;
70 Me. 157; 71 Me. 241; 76 Me. 326; 77 Me. 215; 78 Me. 492; 80 Me. 60;
86 Me. 501; 90 Me. 105; 96 Me. 565; 131 Me. 260; 132 Me. 291; 133 Me.
276; 136 Me. 103, 291; 137 Me. 137.
S ec. 7. No person shall be held to answer for a capital or infamous
crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in
cases of impeachment, or in such cases of offences as are usually cogniz
able by a justice of the peace, or in cases arising in the army or navy, or
in the militia when in actual service in time of war or public danger.
The Legislature shall provide by law a suitable and impartial mode of
selecting juries and their usual number and unanimity, in indictments
and convictions, shall be held indispensable.

No person to
answer to a capital
or infamous crime
but on indictment.
— exceptions.
—juries.

See c. 103, re selection and service of jurors; n o U. S. 567; 4 Me. 439;
60 Me. 508, 509; 67 Me. 336; 84 Me. 28, 272; 109 Me. 158; *117 Me. 337;
*121 Me. 96; 123 Me. 413; 133 Me. 276.
SEC. 8. No person, for the same offence, shall be twice put in jeopardy Nor be put in
jeopardy twice.
of life or limb.
37 Me. 165; 59 Me. 141; 70 Me. 457; 104 Me. 281; 122 Me. 46; 136 Me.
127, 165.
S ec. 9. Sanguinary laws shall not be passed; all penalties and punish Sanguinary laws
ments shall be proportioned to the offence; excessive bail shall not be re prohibited.
quired, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel nor unusual punishments
inflicted.
39 Me. 258; 93 Me. 420; 94 Me. 132.
S ec. 10. No person before conviction shall be bailable for any of the Bailable offences.
crimes, which now are, or have been denominated capital offences since (Amendment ii.)
the adoption of the Constitution, where the proof is evident or the pre
sumption great, whatever the punishment of the crimes may be. And the
privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless when —habeas corpus.
in cases of rebellion or invasion the public safety may require it.
See R. S. c. 113; c. 135, § 8; 66 Me. 74.
S ec. 11. The Legislature shall pass no bill of attainder, ex post facto Bills of attainder,
etc.
law, nor law impairing the obligation of contracts, and no attainder shall
work corruption of blood nor forfeiture of estate.
U. S. Const. Art. 1, sec. 10, par. 1; 2 Me. 275; 5 Me. 66; 6 Me. 112, 355;
7 Me. 474; 11 Me. 109, 118, 284; 14 Me. 344; 15 Me. 135; 18 Me. 109; 21
Me. 53; 23 Me. 360; 24 Me. 520; 27 Me. 212; 42 Me. 429; 45 Me. 507; 47
Me. 91; 48 Me. 34; 49 Me. 507; 50 Me. 114; 51 Me. 480; 57 Me. 394; 63
Me. 269, 285, 333; 65 Me. 129; 71 Me. 383; 74 Me. 139; 80 Me. 469, 561;
118 Me. 371; 121 Me. 426; 129 Me. 311; 133 Me. 91.
S ec. 12. Treason against this State shall consist only in levying war Treason.
against it, adhering to its enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No —testimony of
person shall be convicted of treason unless on the testimony of two wit two witnesses.
nesses to the same overt act, or confession in open court.
See R. S. c. 130, § 1, re punishment.
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—supervisors
shall be sworn.
—their duties.

—proviso.
—certain officers,
where they may
vote.
—supervisors shall
prepare ballot
boxes.
—ballots, how to
be prepared.
—qualifications
of voters.

—supervisors
shall keep correct
poll lists.

enough of their own number, not exceeding three, to fill the vacancies,
and the persons so chosen shall be supervisors of elections. All super
visors shall be first sworn to support the constitution of the United States
and of this State, and faithfully and impartially to perform the duties of
supervisors of elections. Each is authorized to administer the necessary
oath to the others; and certificates thereof shall be annexed to the lists
of votes by them to be made and returned into the office of the secretary
of State of this State as hereinafter provided. The polls shall be opened
and closed at such hours as the supervisors, or a majority of them, shall
direct; provided, however, that due notice and sufficient time shall be
given for all voters in the regiment, battalion, battery, detachment, com
pany, or part of either, as the case may be, to vote. Regimental and field
officers shall be entitled to vote with their respective commands. When
not in actual command, such officers, and also all general and staff officers,
and all surgeons, assistant surgeons, and chaplains, shall be entitled to
vote at any place where polls are opened. The supervisors of elections
shall prepare a ballot box or other suitable receptacle for the ballots.
Upon one side of every ballot shall be printed or written the name of
the county, and also of the city, town or plantation of this State, in
which is the residence of the person proposing to vote. Upon the other
side shall be the name or names of the persons to be voted for, and the
office or offices which he or they are intended to fill. And before receiv
ing any vote, the supervisors, or a majority of them, must be satisfied of
the age and citizenship of the person claiming to vote, and that he has in
fact a residence in the county, city, town or plantation which is printed
or written on the vote offered by him. If his right to vote is challenged,
they may require him to make true answers, upon oath, to all interroga
tories touching his age, citizenship, residence, and right to vote, and shall
hear any other evidence offered by him, or by those who challenge his
right. They shall keep correct poll-lists of the names of all persons
allowed to vote, and of their respective places of residence in this State,
and also the number of the regiment and company or battery to which
they belong; which lists shall be certified by them, or by a majority
them, to be correct, and that such residence is in accordance with the
indorsement of the residence of each voter on his vote. They shall check
the name of every person before he is allowed to vote, and the check
mark shall be plainly made against his name on the poll-lists. They shall
sort, count and publicly declare the votes at the head of their respective
commands on the day of election, unless prevented by the public enemy,
and in that case as soon thereafter as may b e ; and on the same day
said declaration they shall form a list of the persons voted for, with the
number of votes for each person against his name, and the office which he
was intended to fill, and shall sign and seal up such list and cause the
same, together with the poll-lists aforesaid, to be delivered into the office
of the secretary of State aforesaid, on or before the first day of December,
in the year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four, and on or before
the fifteenth day of November annually thereafter forever. The legisla
ture of this State may pass any law additional to the foregoing provisions,
if any shall, in practice, be found necessary in order more fully to carry
into effect the purpose thereof.

of

—shall check
names of voters.
—sort, count and
declare votes.

of

—make return to
the office of
secretary of state.

A R T IC L E III.
D istribution of P owers.

Powers distributed.

S ec. i . The powers of this government shall be divided into three
distinct departments, the Legislative, Executive and Judicial.
3 Me. 326; 4 Me. 140; 62 Me. 597; 70 Me. 609; 105 Me. 91; 109 Me. 391.
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be kept
S ec. 2. No person or persons, belonging to one of these departments, To
separate.
shall exercise any of the powers properly belonging to either of the others,
except in the cases herein expressly directed or permitted.
3 Me. 372, 484; 7 Me. 14; 32 Me. 525; 64 Me. 195; 70 Me. 609, 610; 86
Me. 530; 95 Me. 573; 99 Me. 385; 105 Me. 91; 107 Me. 249; 109 Me. 384;
114 Me. 443; 123 Me. 359; 133 Me. 141; 135 Me. 57.
A R T IC L E IV.— P art F irst.
L egislative P ower— H ouse of R epresentatives.
S ec. 1. The legislative power shall be vested in two distinct branches,
a House of Representatives, and a Senate, each to have a negative on the
other, and both to be styled the Legislature of Maine and the style of
their acts and laws, shall be, “ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives in Legislature Assembled.”
105 Me. 91; h i Me. 447; 121 Me. 438, 443.
S ec. 2. The House of Representatives shall consist of one hundred and
fifty-one members, to be elected by the qualified electors, for one year
from the day next preceding the annual meeting of the Legislature. The
Legislature, which shall first be convened under this Constitution, shall,
on or before the fifteenth day of August, in the year of our Lord, one
thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, and the Legislature, within every
subsequent period of at most ten years, and at least five, cause the num
ber of the inhabitants of the State to be ascertained, exclusive of
foreigners not naturalized and Indians not taxed. The number of rep
resentatives shall, at the several periods of making such enumeration, be
fixed and apportioned among the several counties as near as may be,
according to the number of inhabitants, having regard to the relative
increase of population. The number of representatives shall, on said first
apportionment, be not less than one hundred nor more than one hundred
and fifty.
3 Me. 477; 33 Me. 587.

Legislative
department.
(Amendment
xxxi.)

Number of
representatives.
(Amendments iv,
xxiii, xxv.)

S ec. 3. Each town having fifteen hundred inhabitants may elect one Apportionment
among towns.
representative; each town having three thousand seven hundred and fifty
may elect two; each town having six thousand seven hundred and fifty (Amendment
xxxix.)
may elect three; each town having ten thousand five hundred may elect
four; each town having fifteen thousand may elect five; each town having
twenty thousand two hundred and fifty may elect six; each town having
twenty-six thousand two hundred and fifty may elect seven; but no town
shall ever be entitled to more than seven representatives; and towns and
plantations duly organized, not having fifteen hundred inhabitants, shall
be classed, as conveniently as may be, into districts containing that num
ber, and so as not to divide towns; and each such district may elect one
representative; and, when on this apportionment the number of represen
tatives shall be two hundred, a different apportionment shall take place
upon the above principle; and, in case the fifteen hundred shall be too
large or too small to apportion all the representatives to any county, it
shall be so increased or diminished as to give the number of representa
tives according to the above rule and proportion; and whenever any town
or towns, plantation or plantations not entitled to elect a representative
shall determine against a classification with any other town or planta
tion, the Legislature may, at each apportionment of representatives, on
the application of such town or plantation, authorize it to elect a repre
sentative for such portion of time and such periods, as shall be equal to
its portion of representation; and the right of representation, so estab
lished, shall not be altered until the next general apportionment.
6 Me. 486; 126 Me. 149.

8

Qualifications of
a representative.
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S ec. 4. No person shall be a member of the House of Representatives,
unless he shall, at the commencement of the period for which he is
elected, have been five years a citizen of the United States, have arrived
at the age of twenty-one years, have been a resident of this State one
year, or from the adoption of this constitution; and for the three months
next preceding the time of his election shall have been, and, during the
period for which he is elected, shall continue to be a resident in the
town or district which he represents.

Meetings for choice
S ec. 5. The meetings within this State for the choice of representa
of representatives.
tives shall be warned in due course of law by the selectmen of the several
(Amendments i,
vii, x, xxiii,
towns seven days at least before the election, and the selectmen thereof
xivii.)

shall preside impartially at such meetings, receive the votes of all the
qualified electors present, sort, count and declare them in open town meet
ing, and in the presence of the town clerk, who shall form a list of the
persons voted for, with the number of votes for each person against his
name, shall make a fair record thereof in the presence of the selectmen
and in open town meeting. And the towns and plantations organized by
—meetings of
law, belonging to any class herein provided, shall hold their meetings at
classed towns.
the same time in the respective towns and plantations; and the town and
plantation meetings in such towns and plantations shall be notified, held
and regulated, the votes received, sorted, counted and declared in the
same manner. And the assessors and clerks of plantations shall have all
the powers, and be subject to all the duties, which selectmen and town
clerks have, and are subject to by this Constitution. And fair copies of
the lists of votes shall be attested by the selectmen and town clerks of
towns, and the assessors of plantations, and sealed up in open town and
plantation meetings; and the town and plantation clerks respectively shall
cause the same to be delivered into the secretary’s office thirty days at
least before the first Wednesday of January annually. And the governor
-—lists of votes
shall be examined
and council shall examine the returned copies of such lists, and also all
by governor and
council.
lists of votes of citizens in the military service, returned to the secretary’s
office, as provided in article second, section four, of this constitution;
and twenty days before the said first Wednesday of January, annually,
—governor and
shall issue a summons to such persons as shall appear to be elected by a
council shall
summon persons
plurality of all the votes returned, to attend and take their seats. But all
who appear to
be elected.
such lists shall be laid before the house of representatives on the first
—lists shall be
Wednesday of January annually, and they shall finally determine who
laid before the
house of
are elected. The electors resident in any city may, at any meeting duly
representatives.
notified for the choice of representatives, vote for such representatives
—manner of electing
in their respective ward meetings, and the wardens in said wards shall
representatives
and other civil
preside impartially at such meetings, receive the votes of all qualified
officers in cities.
electors present, sort, count and declare them in open ward meetings, and
in the presence of the ward clerk, who shall form a list of the persons
voted for, with the number of votes for each person against his name,
shall make a fair record thereof in the presence of the warden, and in
open ward meetings; and a fair copy of this list shall be attested by the
warden and ward clerk, sealed up in open ward meeting, and delivered to
the city clerk within twenty-four hours after the close of the polls. And
the electors resident in any city may at any meetings duly notified and
holden for the choice of any other civil officers for whom they have been
required heretofore to vote in town meeting, vote for such officers in their
respective wards, and the same proceedings shall be had by the warden
and ward clerk in each ward, as in the case of votes for representatives.
And the aldermen of any city shall be in session within twenty-four
hours after the close of the polls in such meetings, and in the presence of
the city clerk shall open, examine and compare the copies from the lists
of votes given in the several wards, of which the city clerk shall make a
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record, and return thereof shall be made into the Secretary of State’s
office in the same manner as selectmen of towns are required to do.
7 Me. 497; 25 Me. 567; 64 Me. 589, 592; 70 Me. 561, 563, 564, 565, 567,
568, 583, 585, 587, 594, 609, 610; 131 Me. 503.

S f,c. 6. Whenever the seat of a member shall be vacated by death,
resignation, or otherwise, the vacancy may be filled by a new election.

Vacancies.

35 Me. 563; 70 Me. 597.

S .

ec 7. The House of Representatives shall choose their speaker, clerk House to choose
its own officers.
and other officers.
70 Me. 588, 594, 595, 596, 597, 609, 610.

S .

of
ec 8. The House of Representatives shall have the sole power of Power
impeachment.
impeachment.
A R T IC L E IV.— P art S econd.
S enate.
S ec. 1. The Senate shall consist of not less than twenty, nor more than Number of
senators fixed.
thirty-one members, elected at the same time, and for the same term, as
(Amendment liii.)
the representatives, by the qualified electors of the districts into which
the State shall from time to time be divided.
7 Me. 489.
S ec. 2. The Legislature, which shall he first convened under this Con
stitution, shall, on or before the fifteenth day of August in the year of our
Lord, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, and the Legislature at
every subsequent period of ten years, cause the State to be divided into
districts for the choice of senators. The districts shall conform, as near
as may be, to county lines, and be apportioned according to the number
of inhabitants. The number of senators shall not exceed twenty at the
first apportionment, and shall at each apportionment be increased, until
they shall amount to thirty-one, according to the increase in the House of
Representatives.

State to be
districted once
in ten years.
(Amendment liii.)
— districts,
how formed.

18 Me. 458.
S ec. 3. The meetings within this state for the election of senators
shall be notified, held and regulated, and the votes received, sorted,
counted, declared and recorded in the same manner as those for repre
sentatives. And fair copies of the list of votes shall be attested by the
selectmen and town clerks of towns, and the assessors and clerks of plan
tations, and sealed up in open town and plantation meetings; and the
town and plantation clerks respectively shall cause the same to be de
livered into the secretary’s office thirty days at least before the first W ed
nesday of January. A ll other qualified electors, living in places unincor
porated, who shall be assessed to the support of the government by the
assessors of an adjacent town, shall have the privilege of voting for
senators, representatives and governor in such town; and shall be notified
by the selectmen thereof for that purpose accordingly.

Meetings for
choice of senators.
(Amendment x .)

—electors in
unincorporated
places.

25 Me. 568; 64 Me. 592, 595, 598.
SEC. 4. The Governor and Council shall, as soon as may be, examine Examination of
returns.
the returned copies of such lists, and also the lists of votes of citizens in
(Amendments
the military service, returned into the secretary’s office, and twenty days x,
xiii.)
before the said first Wednesday of January, issue a summons to such
persons, as shall appear to be elected by a plurality of the votes for each
district, to attend that day and take their seats.
64 Me. 588; 70 Me. 567-9, 583, 585, 609-10.

IO
Senate to decide
election of its
members.
(Amendments
xiii, xxiii,
xxx, liii.)

CONSTITUTION OF MAINE.
S ec. 5. The Senate shall, on the said first Wednesday of January,
annually, determine who are elected by a plurality of votes to be sena
tors in each district; and in case the full number of senators to be
elected from each district shall not have been so elected, the mem
bers of the house of representatives and such senators, as shall have
been elected, shall, from the highest numbers of the persons voted for, on
said lists, equal to twice the number of senators deficient, in every district,
if there be so many voted for, elect by joint ballot the number of senators
required; and in this manner all vacancies in the senate shall he supplied
as soon as may he, after such vacancies happen.
6 Me. 514; 7 Me. 489; 35 Me. 563; 64 Me. 596; 70 Me. 589.

Qualifications of
senators.

Senate shall try
impeachments.
-—lim itation of
judgment.
—party is liable
to be tried and
punished in court.
Senate to choose
its officers.

S ec. 6. The senators shallbe twenty-five years of age at the com
mencement of the term, for which they are elected, and in all other
respects their qualifications shall be the same, as those of the representa
tives.
S ec. 7. The Senate shall have the sole power to try all impeachments,
and when sitting for that purpose shall be on oath or affirmation, and no
person shall be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the
members present. Their judgment, however, shall not extend farther
than to removal from office, and disqualification to hold or enjoy any
office of honor, trust or profit under this State. But the party, whether
convicted or acquitted, shall nevertheless be liable to indictment, trial,
judgment and punishment according to law.
S ec. 8. The Senate shall choose their president, secretary and other
officers.
70 Me. 588, 593, 596, 597, 609, 610.
A R T IC L E IV.— P a r t T h ir d .
L egislative P ower.
132 Me. 519; 133 Me. 532.

Meeting of
legislature.
(Amendments
xxiii, xxxi.)
—its powers.

S ec. 1. The Legislature shall convene on the first Wednesday of
January, annually, and shall have full power to make and establish all
reasonable laws and regulations for the defence and benefit of the people
of this State, not repugnant to this Constitution, nor to that of the United
States.
3 Me. 326; 4 Me. 140; 6 Me. 412; 7 Me. 273; 9 Me. 54; 11 Me. 208; 12
Me. 354; 16 Me. 479; 31 Me. 172, 360; 32 Me. 343, 526; 33 Me. 558, 587;
35 Me. 319; 37 Me. 156; 39 Me. 258; 42 Me. 150, 299, 429; 43 Me. 202;
45 Me. 507; 49 Me. 346, 507; 55 Me. 190, 200; 58 Me. 594, 601; 59 Me. 85,
318, 549, 553; 60 Me. 122; 68 Me. 582; 74 Me. 137-140; 95 Me. 98, 575;
99 Me. 527; 100 Me. 180; 103 Me. 508; 107 Me. 260; 109 Me. 175; i n
Me. 429, 489; 112 Me. 8; 115 Me. 344; 116 Me. 263.

Bills to be signed
by the governor.

S ec. 2. Every bill or resolution having the force of law, to which the
concurrence of both houses may be necessary, except on a question of
adjournment, which shall have passed both houses, shall be presented to
the Governor, and if he approve, he shall sign it; if not, he shall return
it with his objections to the house, in which it shall have originated,
which shall enter the objections at large on its journals, and proceed to
—proceedings, in
case he disapproves. reconsider it. If after such reconsideration, two-thirds of that house
shall agree to pass it, it shall be sent together with the objections, to the
other house, by which it shall be reconsidered, and, if approved by twothirds of that house, it shall have the same effect, as if it had been signed
by the Governor; but in all such cases, the votes of both houses shall be
taken by yeas and nays, and the names of the persons, voting for and
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against the bill or resolution, shall be entered on the journals of both
houses respectively. If the bill or resolution shall not be returned by the —bills shall be
returned by him
Governor within five days, (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been within
five days.
presented to him, it shall have the same force and effect, as if he had
signed it, unless the Legislature, by their adjournment prevent its return,
in which case it shall have such force and effect, unless returned within
three days after their next meeting.
S ec. 3. Each house shall be the judge of the elections and qualifica
tions of its own members, and a majority shall constitute a quorum to
do business; but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and
may compel the attendance of absent members, in such manner, and
under such penalties as each house shall provide.
35 Me. 563; 70 Me. 563, 585, 588,
Me. 370; 95 Me. 588.

593, 594, 595,

Each house to
judge of its
elections.
—m ajority, a
quorum.

596, 597, 609, 610; 71

May punish and
S ec. 4. Each house may determine the rules of its proceedings, punish expel
members.
its members for disorderly behavior, and, with the concurrence of twothirds, expel a member, but not a second time for the same cause.
keep a
S ec. 5. Each house shall keep a journal, and from time to time pub Shall
journal.
lish its proceedings, except such parts as in their judgment may require
secrecy; and the yeas and nays of the members of either house on any —yeas and nays.
question, shall, at the desire of one-fifth of those present, be entered on
the journal.
1880 c. 185.
S ec. 6. Each house, during its session, may punish by imprisonment May punish for
contempt.
any person, not a member, for disrespectful or disorderly behavior in its
presence, for obstructing any of its proceedings, threatening, assaulting
or abusing any of its members for anything said, done, or doing in either
house; provided, that no imprisonment shall extend beyond the period of —proviso.
the same session.
S ec. 7. The senators and representatives shall receive such compensa
tion, as shall be established by law; but no law increasing their compen
sation shall take effect during the existence of the Legislature which
enacted it. The expenses of the House of Representatives in travelling
to the Legislature and returning therefrom, once in each session and no
more, shall be paid by the State out of the public treasury to every mem
ber, who shall seasonably attend, in the judgment of the house, and does
not depart therefrom without leave.

Compensation of
members.
—travelling
expenses.

69 Me. 596.
S ec. 8. The senators and representatives shall, in all cases
treason, felony or breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest
their attendance at, going to, and returning from each session
Legislature; and no member shall be liable to answer for anything
in debate in either house, in any court or place elsewhere.

except Members are exempt
from arrest.
during
of the
spoken —freedom of

debate.

16 Me. 132; 118 Me. 346; 124 Me. 391.
S ec. 9. Bills, orders or resolutions, may originate in either house, and
may be altered, amended or rejected in the other; but all bills for raising
a revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives, but the Senate
may propose amendments as in other cases, provided, that they shall not,
under color of amendment, introduce any new matter, which does not
relate to raising a revenue.
133 Me. 537.

Either house may
originate bills.
—revenue bills.
—proviso.
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Members not to
appointed to
certain offices.

be

S ec. io . No senator or representative shall, during the term for which
he shall have been elected, be appointed to any civil office of profit under
this State, which shall have been created, or the emoluments of which
increased during such term except such offices as may be filled by elec
tions by the people, provided, that this prohibition shall not extend to the
members of the first Legislature.
3 Me. 481; 32 Me. 526; 95 Me. 588.

Persons disqualified
to be members.

SEC. 11. No member of Congress, nor person holding any office under
the United States (post-officers excepted) nor office of profit under this
State, justices of the peace, notaries public, coroners and officers of the
militia excepted, shall have a seat in either house during his being such
member of congress, or his continuing in such office.
95 Me. 585, 586.

Adjournments.

S ec. 12. Neither house shall, during the session, without the consent
of the other, adjourn for more than two days, nor to any other place
than that in which the houses shall be sitting.

Special
legislation.
(Amendment xiv.)

S ec. 13. The Legislature shall, from time to time, provide, as far as
practicable, by general laws, for all matters usually appertaining to special
or private legislation.

Corporations,
formed under
general laws.
(Amendment xiv.)

S ec. 14. Corporations shall be formed under general laws, and shall
not be created by special acts of the Legislature, except for municipal
purposes, and in cases where the objects of the corporation cannot other
wise be attained; and, however formed, they shall forever be subject to
the general laws of the state.
83 Me. 440; 91 Me. 194; 98 Me. 114; 132 Me. 507; 138 Me. 117.

Constitutional
conventions.
(Amendment xix.)

S ec. 15. The Legislature shall, by a two-thirds concurrent vote of
both branches, have the power to call constitutional conventions, for the
purpose of amending this constitution.
A R T IC LE V.— P art F irst.
E xecutive P owers.

Governor.

S ec. 1. The supreme executive power of this State shall be vested in
a Governor.
72 Me. 546, 563; 123 Me. 362.

Klection.
(Amendment
xxiii.)

S ec. 2. The Governor shall be elected by the qualified electors, and
shall hold his office one year from the first Wednesday of January in each
year.
70 Me. 591; n o Me. 101.

Meetings for choice
of governor.
(Amendments
x, xxiv.)
—votes to be
returned to
secretary of state.

S ec. 3. The meetings for election of governor shall be notified, held,
and regulated, and votes shall be received, sorted, counted, declared and
recorded, in the same manner as those for senators and representatives.
They shall be sealed and returned into the Secretary’s office in the same
manner, and at the same time as those for senators. And the secretary
of state for the time being shall, on the first Wednesday of January,
then next, lay the lists before the Senate and House of Representatives,
and also the lists of votes of citizens in the military service returned into
the secretary’s office, to be by them examined, and, in case of a choice by
a majority of all the votes returned, they shall declare and publish the
same. But if no person shall have a majority of votes, the House of
Representatives shall, by ballot, from the persons having the four highest
numbers of votes on the lists, if so many there be, elect two persons and
make return of their names to the Senate, of whom the Senate shall, by
ballot, elect one, who shall be declared the Governor.
7 Me. 489; 70 Me. 598.

—provision in
case there is no
choice.
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Qualification of
S ec. 4. The Governor shall, at the commencement of his term, be not governor.
less than thirty years of age; a natural born citizen of the United States,
have been five years, or from the adoption of this Constitution, a resi
dent of the State; and at the time of his election and during the term for
which he is elected, be a resident of said State.
S ec. 5. No person holding any office or place under the United States, Disqualifications.
this State, or any other power, shall exercise the office of Governor.
S ec. 6. The Governor shall at stated times receive for his services a Compensation.
compensation, which shall not be increased or diminished during his con
tinuance in office.
SEC. 7. He shall be commander-in-chief of the army and navy of the
State and of the militia, except when called into the actual service of the
United States; but he shall not march nor convey any of the citizens out
of the State, without their consent or that of the Legislature, unless it
shall become necessary, in order to march or transport them from one
part of the State to another for the defence thereof.

Commander-in-chief
of the militia.
— not to march the
m ilitia out of the
state.

S ec. 8. He shall nominate, and, with the advice and consent of the To nominate
officers.
council, appoint all judicial officers, coroners, and notaries public; and he
shall also nominate, and with the advice and consent of the council, ap (Amendments
ix, xvi.)
point all other civil and military officers, whose appointment is not by
this Constitution, or shall not by law be otherwise provided f o r ; and
every such nomination shall be made seven days, at least, prior to such
appointment.
32 Me. 526; 72 Me. 547; 109 Me. 391; 119 Me. 603, 606.
S ec. 9. He shall from time to time give the Legislature information of To give information
recommend
the condition of the State, and recommend to their consideration such and
measures.
measures, as he may judge expedient.
S ec. 10. He may require information from any military officer or any May require
information of
officer in the executive department, upon any subject relating to the duties any
officer.
of their respective offices.
S ec. II. He shall have power, with the advice and consent of the
council, to remit, after conviction, all forfeitures and penalties, and to
grant reprieves, commutations and pardons, except in cases of impeach
ment, upon such conditions, and with such restrictions and limitations, as
may be deemed proper, subject to such regulations as may be provided by
law, relative to the manner of applying for pardons. And he shall com
municate to the Legislature at each session thereof, each case of reprieve,
remission of penalty, commutation or pardon granted, stating the name
of the convict, the crime of which he was convicted, the sentence and its
date, the date of the reprieve, remission, commutation or pardon, and
the conditions, if any, upon which the same was granted.
S ec. 12.

He shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed.

Power to pardon
and rem it
penalties, &c.
(Amendment xv.)
— conditions.
— shall report to
legislature at
eacli session.

Shall enforce
the laws.

123 Me. 362.
S ec. 13. He may, on extraordinary occasions, convene the Legislature;
and in cases of disagreement between the two houses with respect to the
time of adjournment, adjourn them to such time as he shall think proper,
not beyond the day of the next annual meeting; and if, since the last
adjournment, the place where the Legislature were next to convene shall
have become dangerous from an enemy or contagious sickness, may
direct the session to be held at some other convenient place within the
State.
136 Me. 531; 137 Me. 337.

Convene the
legislature on
extraordinary
occasions, and
adjourn it in case
of disagreement.
(Amendment
xxiii.)
— may change the
place of meeting.
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supplied.
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S ec. 14. Whenever the office of Governor shall become vacant by
death, resignation, removal from office or otherwise, the president of the
Senate shall exercise the office of Governor until another Governor
shall be duly qualified; and in case of the death, resignation, removal
from office or disqualification of the president of the Senate so exercising
the office of Governor, the speaker of the House of Representatives shall
exercise the office, until a president of the Senate shall have been chosen;
and when the office of Governor, president of the Senate, and speaker of
the House shall become vacant, in the recess of the Senate, the person,
acting as Secretary of State for the time being, shall by proclamation
convene the Senate, that a president may be chosen to exercise the office
of Governor. And whenever either the president of the Senate or speaker
of the House shall so exercise said office, he shall receive only the com
pensation of Governor, but his duties as president or speaker shall be
suspended; and the Senate or House shall fill the vacancy until his duties
as Governor shall cease.
6 Me. 506; 7 Me. 489; 70 Me. 593.
A R T IC L E V.— P art S econd.

Council slinll
consist of seven.

Council.
S ec. 1. There shall be a Council, to consist of seven persons, citizens
of the United States, and residents of this State, to advise the Governor
in the executive part of government, whom the Governor shall have full
power, at his discretion, to assemble; and he with the Councillors, or a
majority of them, may from time to time, hold and keep a council, for
ordering and directing the affairs of State, according to law.
72 Me. 548, 549; 125 Me. 529, 533.

Councillors,
how chosen.
(Amendments
xxiii, 1.)
—privileged from
arrest.

S ec. 2. The Councillors shall be chosen annually, on the first Wednes
day of January, by joint ballot of the senators and representatives in
convention; and vacancies, which shall afterwards happen, shall be filled
in the same manner; but not more than one Councillor shall be elected
from any district, prescribed for the election of senators; and they shall
be privileged from arrest in the same manner as senators and representa
tives.
70 Me. 591.

Journal of their
proceedings.

S ec. 3. The resolutions and advice of Council, shall be recorded in a
register, and signed by the members agreeing thereto, which may be
called for by either house of the Legislature; and any Councillor may
enter his dissent to the resolution of the majority.

S ec. 4. No member of Congress, or of the Legislature of this State,
Persons disqualified
to be councillors.
nor any person holding any office under the United States, (post-officers

—not to be
appointed to any
office.

excepted), nor any civil officers under this State (justices of the peace
and notaries public excepted), shall be Councillors. And no Councillor
shall be appointed to any office during the time for which he shall have
been elected.
A R T IC L E V.— P art T hird.
S ecretary.

Election.

(Amendment
xxiii.)

S ec. 1. The Secretary of State shall be chosen annually at the first
session of the Legislature, by joint ballot of the senators and representa
tives in convention.
70 Me. 591; 105 Me. 103.
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S ec. 2. The records of the State shall be kept in the office of the Records of state.
Secretary, who may appoint his deputies, for whose conduct he shall be —deputies.
accountable.

S ec. 3. He shall attend the Governor and Council, Senate and House Attend the governor
of Representatives, in person or by his deputies, as they shall respectively and council.
require.
S ec. 4. He shall carefully keep and preserve the records of all the
official acts and proceedings of the Governor and Council, Senate and
House of Representatives, and, when required, lay the same before either
branch of the Legislature, and perform such other duties as are enjoined
by this Constitution, or shall be required by law.
81 Me. 546.

Records of the
executive and
legislative
departments.

A R T IC L E V.— P art F ourth.
T reasurer.
See R. S. c. 15, re treasurer of state.
S ec. 1. The Treasurer shall be chosen annually, at the first session of Election.
the Legislature, by joint ballot of the senators and representatives in (Amendments
xxiii, xxvii.)
convention, but shall not be eligible more than five years successively.
70 Me. 590; 137 Me. 350.
S ec. 2. The Treasurer shall, before entering on the duties of his Bond.
office, give bond to the State, with sureties, to the satisfaction of the
Legislature, for the faithful discharge of his trust.
S ec. 3. The treasurer shall not, during his continuance in office, en Not to engage
in trade.
gage in any business of trade or commerce, or as a broker, nor as an
agent or factor for any merchant or trader.
S ec. 4. No money shall be drawn from the treasury, but by warrant
from the Governor and Council, and in consequence of appropriations
made by la w ; and a regular statement and account of the receipts and
expenditures of all public money, shall be published at the commence
ment of the annual session of the Legislature.

Nor draw money
but by w arrant.
(Amendment
xxiii.)
— account of
receipts and
expenditures to
be published.

A R T IC LE VI.
J udicial P ower.
S ec. 1. The judicial power of this State shall be vested in a Supreme Courts.
Judicial Court, and such other courts as the Legislature shall from time
to time establish.
3 Me. 326; 4 Me. 140; 86 Me. 530; 114 Me. 443, 446; 123 Me. 366.
S ec. 2. The justices of the Supreme Judicial Court shall, at stated Compensation of
of S. J.
times receive a compensation, which shall not be diminished during their justices
court.
continuance in office, but they shall receive no other fee or reward.
S ec. 3. They shall be obliged to give their opinion upon important
questions of law, and upon solemn occasions, when required by the Gov
ernor, Council, Senate, or House of Representatives.

To give opinion
when required by
either branch of
government.

58 Me. 572, 573, 574; 70 Me. 583, 608, 610, 611, 612; 72 Me. 544, 560;
81 Me. 602; 85 Me. 545; 95 Me. 565, 572; 103 Me. 514; 114 Me. 557; 118
Me. 503; 119 Me. 603; 123 Me. 573; 124 Me. 453, 501, 512; 125 Me. 529;
126 Me. 147; 132 Me. 491.
S ec. 4. All judicial officers now in office or who may he hereafter ap Tenure of judicial
offices.
pointed shall, from and after the first day of March in the year eighteen,
hundred and forty, hold their offices for the term of seven years from (Amendment iii.)
the time of their respective appointments, (unless sooner removed by
impeachment or by address of both branches of the Legislature to the
Executive) and no longer unless re-appointed thereto.
21 Me. 550; 62 Me. 597; 79 Me. 439; 119 Me. 282, 285.

i6

Justices of the
peace and
notaries.
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S ec. 5. Justices of the peace and notaries public, shall hold their offices
during seven years, if they so long behave themselves well, at the expira
tion of which term, they may be re-appointed or others appointed, as
the public interest may require.
32 Me. 528; 62 Me. 596; 68 Me. 594; 79 Me. 439; 119 Me. 603, 606.

Justices of tlie
S'. J. C. can hold
no other office.

S ec. 6. The justices of the Supreme Judicial Court shall hold no
office under the United States, nor any State, nor any other office under
this State, except that of justice of the peace.
109 Me. 384.

J udges and
registers of
probate, their
election and
tenure of office.
(Amendments
ix, xxiii.)
—vacancies.

S ec. 7. Judges and registers of probate shall be elected by the people
of their respective counties, by a plurality of the votes given in at the
annual election, on the second Monday of September, and shall hold their
offices for four years, commencing on the first day of January next after
their election. Vacancies occurring in said offices by death, resignation
or otherwise, shall be filled by election in manner aforesaid, at the Sep
tember election next after their occurrence; and in the meantime, the
Governor, with the advice and consent of the Council, may fill said
vacancies by appointment, and the persons so appointed shall hold their
offices until the first day of January thereafter.
44 Me. 388; 61 Me. 602; 64 Me. 596; 68 Me. 587; 79 Me. 439; 119 Me.
285; 137 Me. 347.

Judges of
municipal and
police courts,
their tenure.
(Amendments
ix, xvi.)

S ec. 8. Judges of municipal and police courts shall be appointed by
the executive power, in the same manner as other judicial officers, and
shall hold their offices for the term of four years; provided, however,
that the present incumbents shall hold their offices for the term for which
they were elected.
62 Me. 299; 72 Me. 563; 79 Me. 439; 119 Me. 285.
A R T IC LE V II.

M il it a r y .
See R. S. c. 12.

Officers, how
elected.
(Amendment xl.)

S ec. i . The captains and subalterns of the militia shall be elected by
the written votes of the members of their respective companies. The
field officers of regiments by the written votes of the captains and sub
alterns of their respective regiments. The brigadier generals in like
manner, by the field officers of their respective brigades.
25 Me. 157.

S ec. 2. The Legislature shall, by law, direct the manner of notifying
Manner of
conducting elections. the electors, conducting the elections, and making returns to the Gov
ernor of the officers elected; and, if the electors shall neglect or refuse
(Amendment xl.)
to make such elections, after being duly notified according to law, the
Governor shall appoint suitable persons to fill such offices.

Major generals and
adjutant generals,
how elected.
(Amendments ix,
xxiii, xxviii, xl.)
—staff officers,
how appointed.

Organization of
the m ilitia.
(Amendment xl.)

S ec. 3. The major generals shall be elected by the Senate and House
of Representatives, each having a negative on the other. The adjutant
general and quartermaster general shall be chosen annually by joint ballot
of the senators and representatives in convention. But the adjutant
general shall perform the duties of quartermaster general, until otherwise
directed by law. The major generals and brigadier generals, and the
commanding officers of regiments and battalions, shall appoint their re
spective staff officers; and all military officers shall be commissioned by
the Governor.
44 Me. 388; 70 Me. 591.
S ec. 4. The militia, as divided into divisions, brigades, regiments,
battalions and companies pursuant to the laws now in force, shall remain
so organized, until the same shall be altered by the Legislature.
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S ec. 5. Persons of the denominations of quakers and shakers, justices Persons exempt
from m ilitary duty.
of the Supreme Judicial Court and ministers of the gospel may be
exempted from military duty, but no other person of the age of eighteen (Amendment xl.)
and under the age of forty-five years, excepting officers of the militia
who have been honorably discharged, shall be so exempted, unless he
shall pay an equivalent to be fixed by law.
A R T IC L E VIII.
L

it e r a t u r e .

A general diffusion of the advantages of education being essential to
the preservation of the rights and liberties of the people; to promote this
important object, the Legislature are authorized, and it shall be their duty
to require, the several towns to make suitable provision, at their own
expense, for the support and maintenance of public schools; and it shall
further be their duty to encourage and suitably endow, from time to time,
as the circumstances of the people may authorize, all academies, colleges
and seminaries of learning within the State; provided, that no donation,
grant or endowment shall at any time be made by the Legislature to any
literary institution now established, or which may hereafter be estab
lished, unless, at the time of making such endowment, the Legislature of
the State shall have the right to grant any further powers to alter, limit
or restrain any of the powers vested in, any such literary institution, as
shall be judged necessary to promote the best interests thereof.
31 Me. 272; 68 Me. 582; 109 Me. 170; 124 Me. 39; 1872 c. 56.

Legislature shall
require towns to
support public
schools.
—shall endow
colleges and
academies.
—proviso.

A R T IC LE IX.

G e n e r a l P r o v is io n s .
S e c . 1. Every person elected or appointed to either of the places or Oaths and
offices provided in this Constitution, and every person elected, appointed, subscriptions.
or commissioned to any judicial, executive, military or other office under
this State, shall, before he enter on the discharge of the duties of his
place or office, take and subscribe the following oath or affirmation: “ I
--------do swear, that I will support the Constitution of the United States,
and of this State, so long as I shall continue a citizen thereof. So help
me God.”

“ I -------- do sweax% that I will faithfully discharge, to the best of my
abilities, the duties incumbent on me as — ----- according to the Consti
tution and laws of the State. So help me God.” Provided, that an — proviso.
affirmation in the above forms may be substituted, when the person shall
be conscientiously scrupulous of taking and subscribing an oath.
The oaths or affirmations shall be taken and subscribed by the Gover Before whom to
nor and councillors before the presiding officer of the Senate, in the be taken.
presence of both houses of the Legislature, and by the senators and rep
resentatives before the Governor and Council, and by the residue of said
officers, before such persons as shall be prescribed by the Legislature;
and whenever the Governor or any councillor shall not be able to attend
during the session of the Legislature to take and subscribe said oaths or
affirmations, said oaths or affirmations may be taken and subscribed in
the recess of the Legislature before any justice of the Supreme Judicial
Court; provided, that the senators and representatives, first elected under
this Constitution, shall take and subscribe such oaths or affirmations be
fore the president of the convention.
3 Me. 372; 70 Me. 590, 592, 593; 123 Me. 127.
S e c . 2.
No person holding the office of justice of the Supreme Judicial
Court, or of any inferior court, attorney general, county attorney, treas-

Offices incompatible
with each other.
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—election to
congress
disqualifies.

urer of the State, adjutant general, judge of probate, register of probate,
register of deeds, sheriffs or their deputies, clerks of the judicial courts,
shall be a member of the Legislature; and any person holding either of
the foregoing offices, elected to, and accepting a seat in the Congress of
the United States, shall thereby vacate said office; and no person shall be
capable of holding or exercising at the same time within this State, more
than one of the offices before mentioned.
7 Me. 14; 64 Me. 195; 68 Me. 594; 71 Me. 209; 95 Me. 575; 105 Me. 103;
109 Me. 384; 115 Me. 108.

Commissions.

S ec. 3. All commissions shall be in the name of the State, signed by
the Governor, attested by the secretary or his deputy, and have the seal
of the State thereto affixed.

elections on the
first Wednesday of
January may be
adjourned from
day to day.

S ec. 4. And in case the elections required by this Constitution on the
first Wednesday of January annually, by the two houses of the Legisla
ture, shall not be completed on that day, the same may be adjourned
from day to day, until completed, in the following order; the vacancies
in the Senate shall first be filled; the Governor shall then be elected, if
there be no choice by the people; and afterwards the two houses shall
elect the council.

(Amendment
x xiii.)

Removal by
impeachment or

address.

S ec. 5. Every person holding any civil office under this State, may be
removed by impeachment, for misdemeanor in office; and every person
holding any office, may be removed by the Governor, with the advice of
the Council, on the address of both branches of the Legislature. But
before such address shall pass either house, the causes of removal shall
be stated and entered on the journal of the house in which it originated,
and a copy thereof served on the person in office, that he may be ad
mitted to a hearing in his defence.
60 Me. 66, 67; 72 Me. 549; 111 Me. 428; 115 Me. 268; 125 Me. 529.

Tenure of office.

S ec. 6. The tenure of all offices, which are not or shall not be other
wise provided for, shall be during the pleasure of the Governor and
Council.
21 Me.

Valuation.

555 ; 72 Me.

549, 563; 125 Me. 529.

S ec. 7. While the public expenses shall be assessed on polls and es
tates, a general valuation shall be taken at least once in ten years.
62 Me. 73, 451; 63 Me. 277, 285; 84 Me. 215; 86 Me. 502.

Taxation.
(Amendments
xvii, xxxvi.)

S ec. 8. A ll taxes upon real and personal estate, assessed by authority
of this State, shall be apportioned and assessed equally, according to the
just value thereof.
62 Me. 73, 451; 63 Me. 277, 285; 67 Me. 136; 70 Me.
S1^ 525; 73 Me. 526; 84 Me. 215; 86 Me. 498, 502; 88
594; 96 Me. 522; 97 Me. 597; 102 Me. 528; 109 Me. 169;
Me. 15; 121 Me. 321; 122 Me. 22; 123 Me. 121, 573; 125
4, 525; 134 Me. 28.

I’ower of taxation.
(Amendment xvii.)

522, 607; 72 Me.
Me. 180; 93 Me.
118 Me. 503; 120
Me. 140; 133 Me.

S ec. 9. The Legislature shall never, in any manner, suspend or sur
render the power of taxation.
62 Me. 62, 451; 84 Me. 215; 128 Me. 1.

Sheriffs, howelected ; tenure.

(Amendments
ix. xxxvili.)

S ec. 10. Sheriffs shall be elected by the people of their respective
counties, by a plurality of the votes given in on the second Monday of
September, and shall hold their offices for two years from the first day of
January next after their election. Vacancies shall be filled in the same
manner as is provided in the case of judges and registers of probate.
107 Me. 345; 125 Me. 529; 126 Me. 147.

CONSTITUTION OF MAINE.
SEC. 1 1 . The attorney general shall be chosen annually by joint ballot
of the senators and representatives in the convention. Vacancy in said
office, occurring when the Legislature is not in session, may be filled by
the appointment of the Governor with the advice and consent of the
Council.
70 Me. 591; *120 Me. 123.
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general,

(Amendments

ix’ xvm’ xxlll')

S ec. 12. But citizens of this State, absent therefrom
in the military Citizens
_...
9
wlio msy
service of the United States or of this State, and not in the regular army be allowed J^ v o te
of the United States, being otherwise qualified electors, shall be allowed
(Amendment z.)
to vote for judges and registers of probate, sheriffs, and all other county
officers on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, in the
year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four, and their votes shall be
counted and allowed in the same manner and with the same effect as if
given on the second Monday of September in that year. And they shall
be allowed to vote for all such officers on the second Monday in Septem
ber annually thereafter forever. And the votes shall be given at the same
time and in the same manner, and the names of the several candidates
shall be printed or written on the same ballots with those for Governor,
senators and representatives, as provided in section four, article second
of this Constitution.
SEC. 13. The Legislature may enact laws excluding from the right of
suffrage, for a term not exceeding ten years, all persons convicted of
bribery at any election, or of voting at any election, under the influence
of a bribe.
See R. S. c. 5, § 112, re penalty.

S ec . 14 . The credit of the State shall not be directly or indirectly
loaned in any case. The Legislature shall not create any debt or debts,
liability or liabilities, on behalf of the State, which shall singly or in the
aggregate, with previous debts and liabilities hereafter incurred at any
one time, exceed three hundred thousand dollars, except to suppress insurrection, to repel invasion, or for purposes of war; but this amendment
shall not be construed to refer to any money that has been, or may be
deposited with this State by the government of the United States, or to
any fund which the State shall hold in trust for any Indian tribe.
53 Me. 587; 81 Me. 603; 137 Me. 340.
S e c . 1 5 . The State is authorized to issue bonds payable within twentyone years, at a rate of interest not exceeding six per cent, a year, payable
semi-annually, which bonds or their proceeds shall be devoted solely
towards the reimbursement of the expenditures incurred by the cities,
towns and plantations of the State for war purposes during the rebellion,
upon the following basis: Each city, town and plantation shall receive
from the State one hundred dollars for every man furnished for the
military service of the United States under and after the call of July
second, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, and accepted by the United
States towards its quota for the term of three years, and in the same
proportion for every man so furnished and accepted for any shorter
period; and the same shall be in full payment for any claim upon the
State on account of its war debts by any such municipality. A commis
sion appointed by the Governor and Council shall determine the amount
to which each city, town and plantation is entitled; to be devoted to such
reimbursement, the surplus, if any, to be appropriated to the soldiers who
enlisted or were drafted and went at any time during the war, or if de
ceased, to their legal representatives. The issue of bonds hereby authorised
shall not exceed in the aggregate three million five hundred thousand
dollars, and this amendment shall not be construed to permit the credit

elections.04
(Amendment xx.)

credit of state
aot t0 be loanedix^ en^ enxiiiv1,
xiill,’ xiv,’ iv.)’
_ state debt
limited,

— exceptions.

State to issue
bonds in payment
of municipal war
debt.
(Amendment x i.)

— basis of
payment.

— commission
appointed to
determine amount
due cities, towns
and plantations.

$3,500,000.

— limited to

CONSTITUTION OE MAINE.

20

of the State to be directly or indirectly loaned in any other case or for
any other purpose.
S3 Me. 587; 60 Me. 158; 69 Me. 585; 81 Me. 604.

Division of towns
into voting
districts.
( Amendments
xii, xlvi.)

S ec. 16. The Legislature may by law authorize the dividing of towns
having not less than four thousand inhabitants, or having voters resident
on any island within the limits thereof, into voting districts for the elec
tion of representatives to the Legislature, and prescribe the manner in
which the votes shall be received, counted, and the result of the election
declared.

[Section seventeen, as to bond issue fo r sta te highw ays, added by
A m endm ent XXXV.]
A R T IC LE X.

S chedule .
in force
continue until
repealed.
(Section 8,
original.)

All laws now in force in this State, and not repugnant to this
Constitution, shall remain, and be in force, until altered or repealed by
the Legislature, or shall expire by their own limitation.

('oils! Ration,
liow amended.
(Amendments xxl,
xxiii, xxxil,
xxxvii.)
(Section 4,
original.)

S ec. 2. The Legislature, whenever two-thirds of both houses shall
deem it necessary, may propose amendments to this Constitution; and
when any amendments shall be so agreed upon, a resolution shall be
passed and sent to the selectmen of the several towns, and the assessors
of the several plantations, empowering and directing them to notify the
inhabitants of their respective towns and plantations, in the manner pre
scribed by law, at their next annual meetings in the month of September,
to give in their votes on the question, whether such amendments shall be
made; and if it shall appear that a majority of the inhabitants voting on
the question are in favor of such amendment, it shall become a part of
this Constitution.
125 Me. 529.

I jiiwm

ho w

Constitution to be
arranged by chief
justice of S. .T. 0.
(Amendment xxi.)
(Section 6,
original.)
—constitution to
be enrolled and
printed with laws.
-—supreme law of
the state.
Sections 1, 2, 5,
of art. x, not to
be printed.
(Amendment xxi.)
(Section 7,
original.)
Section 5 in
full force.

S ec.

i

.

92 Me. 244.

S e c . 3. A fter the amendments proposed herewith shall have been sub
mitted to popular vote, the chief justice of the Supreme Judicial Court
shall arrange the Constitution, as amended, under appropriate titles, and
in proper articles, parts and sections, omitting all sections, clauses and
words not in force, and making no other changes in the provisions or
language thereof, and shall submit the same to the Legislature at its next
session. And the draft, and arrangement, when approved by the Legis
lature, shall be enrolled on parchment and deposited in the office of the
Secretary of State; and printed copies thereof shall be prefixed to the
books containing the laws of the State. And the Constitution, with the
amendments made thereto, in accordance with the provisions thereof,
shall be the supreme law of the State.
S e c . 4. Sections one, two and five, of article ten of the existing Con
stitution, shall hereafter be omitted in any printed copies thereof prefixed
to the laws of the State; but this shall not impair the validity of acts
under those sections; and section five shall remain in full force, as part
of the Constitution, according to the stipulations of said section, with the
same effect as if contained in said printed copies.

[The om itted sections m ay be found in th e te x t of the C o n stitu tio n
prefixed to th e official publication of th e law s passed by the first L eg is
latu re of th e S tate, w hich convened May 31, 1820, pages xxiv-xxvii, an d
pages xxviii-xxxi; also in th e te x t of th e C o n stitution prefixed to th e
publication of th e L aw s of Maine, au th o rized by R esolve of M arch 8,
1821, Volum e 1, pages 41-50.]
84 Me. 5.
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AMENDMENTS
N ote : The figures in parentheses indicate the chapter of bound volumes
of resolves where not consonant with the original, due to bind
ing of resolves of more than one Legislature in one volume.
No.

Date

Resolve

Amends

I

Mar.

7, 1834

II

Mar.

30, 1837

1834-43
1837-74

III

Mar.

14, 1839

1839-69

IV

Apr.

16, 1841

1841-72

(181)

IV -1-2

V

Mar.

19, 1844

1844-49

(281)

IV-1-5
IV-2-3, 4, 5
IV 3-1
V - i-2, 3
V-2-2
IX-4

VI

July

26, 1847

1847-29

IX-14

V II

Aug.

2, 1847

1847-45

IV-1-5
Amdmt I

VIII

Aug.

2, 1850

1850-54

( 274)

IV-1-5
IV-2-3, 4, 5
IV 3-1
V - 1-2, 3
V-2-2
IX-4

IX

Mar.

1 7 , 1855

1855-79

(273)

Vi-8
V I7, 8
V II3
IX-10, 11

X

Mar.

24, 1864

1864-62

( 344)

II-i
II -4
IV-1-5
IV-2-3
IV 2-4
V - 1-3
Amdmt I
IX-12

XI

Mar.

7, 1868

1868-92

(276)

IX-15

XII

Mar.

13, 1869

1869-91

IX-16

XIII

Feb.

24, 1875

1875-98

IV-2-4,

X IV

Feb.

24, 1875

1875-98

IV-3-13, 14

XV

Feb.

24, 1875

1875-98

V -i -ii

XVI

Feb.

24, 1875

1875-98

VV I-

IV-1-5
I-IO
VI-4

5

i-8
8
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No.

Amends

Resolve

Date

X V II

Feb.

24, 187S

1875-98

IX- 8 , 9

XVIII

Feb.

24, 1875

1875-98

IX-11

X IX

Feb.

24, 1875

1875-98

IV - 3-I 5

XX

Feb.

24, 1875

1875-98

IX-13

X XI

Feb.

24, 1875

1875-98

X - 3,

X XII

Feb.

1877-73

( 279 )

XXIII

Mar.

9. 1877
4 . 1879

1879-52

(1 5i)

4

See Amdmt X X X IV
II -4
IV-1-5
IV-2-5
IV-3-1
IV V - I-I 3
V-2-2
V-3-I
V-4-I
V-4-4
VII-3
IX-4
IX VV IX- 2

1-2

11
1-2

7

X X IV

Jan.

27, 1880

1880-2

(159)

V-1-3

XXV

Mar.

18, 1880

1880-60

(217)

IV -1-2

XXVI

Feb.

21, 1883

1883-27

(93)

See Amdmt L IV

X X V II

Mar.

10, 1887

1887-80

V-4-1

X X V III

Mar.

31, 1891

1891-100

VII-3

X X IX

Apr.

1891-109

II-i

XXX

Mar.

27, 1897

1897-127 (259)

IV-2-5

X XXI

Mar.

20, 1907

1907-121

IV-1-1
IV-3-1
IV-3-16 to 22 inc.

X X X II

Mar.

28, 1907

1907-238

X-2

XXX III

Mar.

31. 1911

1911-210

Augusta (Article X I)

X X X IV

Mar.

31. 1911

1911-221

Mun. Ind. (XI-22)

XXXV

Mar.

25, 1912

1912-1

IX-17
IX-14

XXXVI

Apr.

4 . 1913

1913-264

IX-8

X X X V II

Apr.

12, 1913

1913-354

X-2

X X X V III

Mar.

19, 1917

1917-30

IX-10

X X X IX

Apr.

7, 1917

1917-116

IV -1-3

XL

Mar.

8, 1919

1 9 1 9 -2 4

V II-i to s inc.

3,

1891
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No.

Date

Resolve

Amends

XU

Mar.

28, 1919

1919-110

IX-18
IX-14

X LII

Apr.

4 , 1919

I9 I9 -I 55

IX-14

x u ii

Apr.

4 , 1919

1919-168

IX-14
IX-17

X L IV

Mar.

28, 1919

1919-108

II-i

XLV

Nov.

7 , 1919

1919-173

IX-19
IX-14

XLVI

Mar.

8 , 1919

1919-22

IX-16

X L V II

Apr.

6 , 1921

1921-87

IV -1-5

X LV III

Apr.

3 , 1925

1925-71

IX-17

X LIX

Apr.

11, 1925

1925-118

IX-17

L

Apr.

IO,

1929

1929-141

V-2-2

LI

Apr.

1929-147

IX-17

LI I

Apr.

1929-177

IX-17

LI II

Apr.

13, 1929
13, 1929
3 , I93 i

I9 3 I-I 33

IV-2-1
IV-2-2
IV-2-5

LIV

Dec.

1933-219

Repeals Proh.

LV

Dec.

1933-222

IX-14

LVI

Dec.
Mar.

LVIII

Mar.

1933-223
I935-8 i
1935-96

IX-20

LVII

1933
16, 1933
16, 1933
30, 1935
30, 1935
6, 1935
6, 1935
25, 1937

1935-110

II -5

1935-133
1937-4

IX-21

LIX

Apr.

LX

Apr.

LXI

Feb.

16,

II-i
IX-17

II-i

23
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AMENDMENTS
To the Amended Constitution of Maine, adopted in pursuance o f the
second section of the tenth article of the Amended Constitution.
A R T IC LE X X II.
L imitation of M unicipal I ndebtedness.

Municipal
indebtedness
limited.
See A rt. 1,
88 1. 21.
(See Amendment
xxxiv.)

No city or town shall hereafter create any debt or liability, which singly,
or in the aggregate with previous debts or liabilities, shall exceed five per
centum of the last regular valuation of said city or town; provided, how
ever, that the adoption of this article shall not be construed as applying to
any fund received in trust by said city or town, nor to any loan fo r the
purpose of renewing existing loans or for war, or to temporary loans to
be paid out of money raised by taxation, during the year in which they are
made.

[The tw enty-seco nd am endm ent to th e (am ended) C o n stitu tio n of
M aine w as proposed to th e people by a R esolve of th e fifty -six th L e g is
latu re passed F eb ru ary 9, 1877, and h av in g been adopted by th e people
at the en suing an n u al election, Septem ber 10, 1877, took effect as a p a rt
of the C o n stitution Ja n u a ry 2, 1878, acco rd in g to th e provisions of th e
Resolve and th e proclam ation of G overnor C onnor issued D ecem ber 20,
1877.]
85 Me. 518; 91 Me. 367; 92 Me. 292; 95 Me. 242; 96 Me. 239, 254; 99 Me.
515; 100 Me. 30; 105 Me. 517; n o Me. 258; 134 Me. 414, 507; 137 Me. 127.
A R T IC LE X X III.
B iennial E lections and B iennial S essions.

ltlennial elections
The governor, senators and representatives in the legislature, shall be
and sessions.
elected biennially, and hold office two years from the first Wednesday in
*115 Me. 344.
— suitable
provision to be
made for tenure
of offices, &c.
(See A rt. Iv,
P art 1, § 2;
p art 2, §§ 1, 5.)
— elections to be
held each even
year.
— ‘biennial’
substituted for
‘annual* in
twelve places.

January next succeeding their election; and the legislature, at the first
session next after the adoption of this article, shall make all needful provi
sions by law concerning the tenure of office of all county officers, and
concerning the annual or biennial reports of the state treasurer and other
state officers and institutions; and shall make all such provisions by law as
may be required in consequence of the change from annual to biennial
elections, and from annual to biennial sessions of the legislature. The first
election under this Article shall be in the year one thousand eight hundred
and eighty; and the first meeting of the legislature under this article shall
be on the first Wednesday of January, eighteen hundred and eighty-one.
Section four, article tw o; section five, part one, article fo u r; section four,
part two, article fo u r; section one, part three, article fo u r; section thirteen,
part one, article five; section two, part two, article five; section one, part
three, article five; section one, part four, article five; section four, part
four, article five; section three, article seven; section four, article nine, and
section eleven, article nine, are amended, by substituting the word “ bien
nial” for the word “annual” wherever it occurs.

Section two, part one, article five, is amended, by striking out all after
Art. v. Part 1, § 2,
of constitution,
the word “office” and substituting therefor the following words: ‘for two
amended.

years from the first Wednesday of January next following the election.’
Section seven, article six, and section two, article ten, are hereby amended
by striking out the word “annual” and insert in place thereof the word
‘biennial.’

[The tw e n ty -th ird am endm ent w as proposed to th e people by a R e
solve of th e fifty -eig h th L eg islature passed M arch 4, 1879, and h av in g
been adopted S eptem ber 8, w as declared to have becom e a p a rt of th e
C onstitution by a R esolve of M arch 18, 1880.]
See Amendment x x xiv ; 85 Me. 518; 91 Me. 367; 92 Me. 292; 95 Me.
242; 96 Me. 239, 254; 99 Me. 515; 100 Me. 30; 105 Me. 517; n o Me. 258
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A R T IC L E X X IV .
E lection oe Governor by P lurality V ote.

Governor to be
elected by
plurality.
(See Art. v,
[T he tw e n ty -fo u rth am endm ent w as proposed to th e people by a R e part 1, § 3.)

The constitution of this State shall be amended, in the third section of
the first part of article five, by striking out the word “majority,” wherever
it occurs therein, and inserting in the place thereof the word ‘plurality.’

solve of th e fifty -n in th L eg islatu re passed Ja n u a ry 27, 1880, and h av in g
been adopted S eptem ber 13, w as proclaim ed by G overnor D avis to be a
p a rt of th e C on stitution , Nov. 9, 1880.]
A R T IC LE X X V .
B iennial L egislative T erms.

Section two, article four, part first, of the constitution of this state, as
amended under the “resolutions concerning an amendment of the constitu
tion of Maine,” approved the fourth day of March, in the year eighteen
hundred and seventy-nine, shall be further amended by striking out the
words “first Wednesday in January next succeeding their election,” and
inserting in place thereof the words ‘day next preceding the biennial meet
ing of the legislature, and the amendment herein proposed, if adopted,
shall determine the term of office of senators and representatives to be
elected at the annual meeting in September, in the year eighteen hundred
and eighty, as well as the term of senators and representatives thereafter
to be elected,’ so that said section, as amended, shall read as follow s:

Amendment lo
8 2, art. 4, part I,
of amended
constitution.
(See Art. iv,
part 1 , §§ 2, 5;
part 2, 88 l, 5;
part 3, 8 I.)

‘S ec. 2. The house of representatives shall consist of one hundred and
fifty-one members, to be elected by the qualified electors, and hold their
office two years from the day next preceding the biennial meeting of the
legislature, and the amendment herein proposed, if adopted, shall determine
the term of office of senators and representatives to he elected at the annual
meeting in September, in the year eighteen hundred and eighty, as well as
the term of senators and representatives thereafter to he elected. The
legislature, which shall first he convend under this constitution, shall on or
before the fifteenth day of August in the year of our Lord one thousand
eight hundred and twenty-one, and the legislature, within every subsequent
period of at most ten years, and at least five, cause the number of the
inhabitants of the state to be ascertained, exclusive of foreigners not
naturalized and Indians not taxed. The number of representatives shall,
at the several periods of making such enumeration, be fixed and appor
tioned among the several counties, as near as may be, according to the
number of inhabitants, having regard to the relative increase of population.
The number o f representatives shall, on said first apportionment, be not
less than one hundred and not more than one hundred and fifty ’

Biennial terms of
senators and
representatives.

-—legislature to
ascertain number
of inhabitants
once every live
or ten years.
—apportionment
of representatives.

[The tw e n ty -fifth am endm ent w as proposed to th e people by a R esolve
of th e fifty -n in th L eg islatu re passed M arch 18, 1880, and w as adopted
Septem ber 13, as ap p ears from the tra n sa c tio n s of the g ov erno r and
council, p reserv ed in th e office of th e se c re ta ry of state, w herein it is
recorded th a t th e re p o rt of th e com m ittee on elections to th a t effect w as
accepted by th e council and approved by th e governor, O ctober 20, 1880.
The am endm ent w as never proclaim ed by th e g ov erno r n o r declared by
th e L eg islatu re, an d it is n ot know n th a t any public evidence of its
adoption is in existence.]
A R T IC L E X X V I.
P rohibition of the M anufacture and S ale of I ntoxicating L iquors.
The manufacture of intoxicating liquors, not including cider, and the
sale and keeping for sale of intoxicating liquors, are and shall be forever
prohibited. Except, however, that the sale and keeping for sale of such
liquors for medicinal and mechanical purposes and the arts, and the sale
and keeping for sale of cider may be permitted under such regulations as

Manufacture ami
sale of intoxi
cating liquors
prohibited.
—exception.
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—legislature shall
enact laws to
carry this article
into effect.
82 Me. 213.
99 Me. 515.
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the Legislature may provide. The Legislature shall enact laws with suit
able penalties for the suppression of the manufacture, sale and keeping for
sale of intoxicating liquors, with the exceptions herein specified.

[The tw e n ty -six th am endm ent w as proposed to th e people by a reso lv e
of th e six ty -first le g islatu re approved F eb ru ary 21, 1883, an d h av in g
been adopted S eptem ber 8, 1884, w as proclaim ed by G overnor R obie to
be a p a rt of th e C onstitution. D ecem ber 3, 1884, and took effect on th e
first W ednesday of Jan u a ry , 1885.]
A R T IC L E X X V II.

E l ig ib il it y
Treasurer not
eligible for more
than six years.
(See A rt. v.
P art 4. § 1.)

of t h e

T rea su rer

oe

S tate.

The treasurer shall be chosen biennially, at the first session of the legis
lature, by joint ballot of the Senators and Representatives in convention,
but shall not be eligible more than six years successively.

[The tw e n ty -se v e n th am endm ent w as proposed to the people by a
resolve of th e s ix ty -th ird legislatu re, approved M arch 10, 1887, an d
having been adopted Septem ber 10, 1888, w as proclaim ed by G overnor
M arble to be a p a rt of th e C onstitution, D ecem ber 14, 1888, an d took
effect on th e first W ednesday of Jan u a ry , 1889.]
A R T IC L E X X V III.

A p p o in t m e n t
Major generals,
how elected.
A djutant general
and quarterm aster
general appointed
by governor.
(See A rt. vil,

5 3.)

125 Me. 535.

of

A d ju t a n t G en er a l .

The major generals shall be elected by the senate and house of represen
tatives each having a negative on the other. The adjutant general and
quarter-master general shall be appointed by the governor. But the ad
jutant general shall perform the duties of quarter-master general until
otherwise directed by law. The major generals and brigadier generals and
the commanding officers of regiments and battalions, shall appoint their
respective staff officers; and all military officers shall be commissioned by
the governor.

[The tw e n ty -e ig h th am endm ent w as proposed to th e people by a r e 
solve of th e six ty -fo u rth legislatu re, approved M arch 31, 1891, an d h a v 
ing been adopted Septem ber 12, 1892, w as proclaim ed by G overnor B u r
leigh to be a p a rt of the C onstitution, D ecem ber 13, 1892, and to o k effect
on the first W ednesday of Jan uary , 1893.]
a r t ic l e

X X IX .

E d u c a t io n a l Q u a l if ic a t io n

of

V oters.

Elector must be
able to read
constitution in
English and
w rite his name.
119 Me. 603.

No person shall have the right to vote or be eligible to office under the
constitution of this state, who shall not be able to read the constitution in
the English language and write his name; provided, however, that the
provisions of this amendment shall not apply to any person prevented by a
physical disability from complying with its requisitions, nor to any person
who now has the right to vote, nor to any person who shall be sixty years
— exceptions.
(See A rt. ii, S 1.) of age or upwards at the time this amendment shall take effect.

[The tw e n ty -n in th am endm ent w as proposed to th e people by a r e 
solve of th e six ty -fo u rth legislatu re, approved A pril 2, 1891, and h av in g
been adopted S eptem ber 12, 1892, w as proclaim ed by G overnor B u rleig h
to be a p a rt of th e C onstitution, D ecem ber 13, 1892, and took effect on
the first W ednesday of Jan u ary , 1893.]
A R T IC LE X X X .

V a c a n c ie s

in t h e

Senate.

(See A rt. iv.
P art 2, § 5.)

Section five, in article four, part two, is hereby amended by striking out
the words “and in this manner all vacancies in the senate shall be supplied
as soon as may be after such vacancies happen,” and substituting therefor
the following:

Vacancies in
Senate, how
filled.

‘But all vacancies in the senate, arising from death, resignation, removal
from the State, or like causes, shall be filled by an immediate election in
the unrepresented district. The governor shall issue his proclamation
therefor and therein fix the time of such election.’

[The th irtie th am endm ent w as proposed to th e people by a reso lv e of
the six ty -eig h th leg islatu re, approved M arch 27, 1897, and h av in g been
adopted S eptem ber 12. 1898, w as proclaim ed by G overnor P ow ers to be
a p a rt of th e co n stitu tio n , O ctober 25, 1898, and took effect on th e first
W ednesday of Jan u a ry , 1899.]
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A R T IC L E X XX I.
T he; D irect I nitiative of L egiseation and O ptionae Referendum.
Part first of article four is hereby amended as follows, namely:
By striking out all of section one after the word “Maine” in the third Article Iv,
line thereof, and inserting in lieu thereof the following words, ‘but the p art 1 , § 1 ,
amended.
people reserve to themselves power to propose laws and to enact or reject
the same at the polls independent of the legislature, and also reserve power
at their own option to approve or reject at the polls any act, bill, resolve or
resolution passed by the joint action of both branches of the legislature,
and the style of their laws and acts shall be ‘Be it enacted by the people of
the state of Maine,’ so that said section as amended, shall read as follows,
namely:
‘The legislative power shall be vested in two distinct branches, a house of
representatives and a senate, each to have a negative on the other, and
both to be styled the legislature of Maine, but the people reserve to them
selves power to propose laws and to enact or reject the same at the polls
independent of the legislature, and also reserve power at their own option
to approve or reject at the polls any act, bill, resolve or resolution passed
by the joint action of both branches of the legislature, and the style of
their laws and acts shall be, ‘Be it enacted by the people of the state of
Maine.’
Part third of article four is hereby amended as follows, namely:
By inserting in section one, after the words “biennially and” in the
second line thereof, the words ‘with the exceptions hereinafter stated,’ so
that said section shall read as amended:
‘The legislature shall convene on the first Wednesday of January, bien
nially, and, with the exceptions hereinafter stated, shall have full power to
make and establish all reasonable laws and regulations for the defense and
benefit of the people of this state, not repugnant to this constitution nor to
that of the United States.’

Legislative
department.

—style of acts.
Article iv,
p art 3, § 1,
amended.
Legislature to
meet biennially.

Part third of article four is further amended by adding to said article
the following sections to be numbered from sixteen to twenty-two inclu
sive, namely:
S ec. 16. No act or joint resolution of the legislature, except such orders
or resolutions as pertain solely to facilitating the performance of the busi
ness of the legislature, of either branch, or of any committee or officer
thereof, or appropriate money therefor or for the payment of salaries fixed
by law, shall take effect until ninety days after the recess of the legislature
passing it, unless in case of emergency, (which with the facts constituting
the emergency shall be expressed in the preamble of the act), the legisla
ture shall, by a vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to each house,
otherwise direct. An emergency bill shall include only such measures as
are immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health
or safety; and shall not include (1) an infringement of the right of home
rule for municipalities, (2) a franchise or a license to a corporation or an
individual to extend longer than one year, or (3) provision for the sale or
purchase or renting for more than five years of real estate.

Acts become
effective in ninety
days after recess.
I l l Me. 448.
*116 Me. 263.
*118 Me. 251.
132 Me. 491.
502, 509.
—exception.
— emergency
bill defined.

S ec. 17. Upon written petition of not less than ten thousand electors,
addressed to the governor and filed in the office of the secretary of state
within ninety days after the recess of the legislature, requesting that one
or more acts, bills, resolves or resolutions, or part or parts thereof passed
by the legislature, but not then in effect by reason of the provisions of the
preceding section, be referred to the people, such acts, bills, resolves, or
resolutions or part or parts thereof as are specified in such petition shall

Proceedings for
referendum.
112 Me. 328.
I l l Me. 448.
126 Me. 620.
132 Me. 491,
512.
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not take effect until thirty days after the governor shall have announced
by public proclamation that the same have been ratified by a majority of
the electors voting thereon at a general or special election. A s soon as it
appears that the effect of any act, bill, resolve, or resolution or part or
parts thereof has been suspended by petition in manner aforesaid, the
governor by public proclamation shall give notice thereof and of the time
when such measure is to be voted on by the people, which shall be at the
next general election not less than sixty days after such proclamation, or
in case of no general election within six months thereafter the governor
may, and if so requested in said written petition therefor, shall order such
measure submitted to the people at a special election not less than four nor
more than six months after his proclamation thereof.

Direct initiative
of legislation by
people.
i l l Me. 448.
I '12 Me. 491.

SEC. i 8. The electors may propose to the legislature for its considera
tion any bill, resolve or resolution, including bills to amend or repeal emer
gency legislation but not an amendment of the state constitution, by written
petition addressed to the legislature or to either branch thereof and filed in
the office of the secretary of state or presented to either branch of the
legislature at least thirty days before the close of its session. Any measure
thus proposed by not less than twelve thousand electors, unless enacted
without change by the legislature at the session at which it is presented,
shall be submitted to the electors together with any amended form, substi
tute, or recommendation of the legislature, and in such manner that the
people can choose between the competing measures or reject both. When
there are competing bills and neither receives a maj ority of the votes given
for or against both, the one receiving the most votes shall at the next
general election to be held not less than sixty days after the first vote
thereon be submitted by itself if it receives more than one-third of the
votes given for and against both. If the measure initiated .is enacted by
the legislature without change, it shall not go to a referendum vote unless
in pursuance of a demand made in accordance with the preceding section.
The legislature may order a special election on any measure that is subject
to a vote of the people. The governor may, and if so requested in the
written petitions addressed to the legislature, shall, by proclamation, order
any measure proposed to the legislature by at least twelve thousand electors
as herein provided, and not enacted by the legislature without change, re
ferred to the people at a special election to be held not less than four or
more than six months after such proclamation, otherwise said measure
shall be voted upon at the next general election held not less than sixty
days after the recess of the legislature, to which such measure was pro
posed.

Measures approved
by people become
effective thirty
days after
proclamation.
I l l Me. 448.
132 Me. 491.

S ec. 19. Any measure referred to the people and approved by a ma
jority of the votes given thereon shall, unless a later date is specified in
said measure, take effect and become a law in thirty days after the gover
nor has made public proclamation of the result of the vote on said measure,
which he shall do within ten days after the vote thereon has been can
vassed and determined. The veto power of the governor shall not extend
to any measure approved by vote of the people, and any measure initiated
by the people and passed by the legislature without change, if vetoed by
the governor and if his veto is sustained by the legislature shall be referred
to the people to be voted on at the next general election. The legislature
may enact measures expressly conditioned upon the people’s ratification by
a referendum vote.

—veto power
limited.
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S ec. 20. A s used in either of the three preceding sections the words
‘electors’ and ‘people’ mean the electors of the state qualified to vote for
governor; ‘recess of the legislature’ means the adjournment without day
of a session of the legislature; ‘general election’ means the November elec
tion for choice of presidential electors or the September election for choice
of governor and other state and county officers; ‘measure’ means an act,
bill, resolve or resolution proposed by the people, or two or more such, or
part or parts of such, as the case may be; ‘written petition’ means one or
more petitions written or printed, or partly written and partly printed, with
the original signatures of the petitioners attached, verified as to the authen
ticity of the signatures by the oath of one of the petitioners certified
thereon, and accompanied by the certificate of the clerk of the city, town
or plantation in which the petitioners reside that their names appear on
the voting list of his city, town or plantation as qualified to vote for gov
ernor. The petitions shall set forth the full text of the measure requested
or proposed. The full text of a measure submitted to a vote of the people
under the provisions of the constitution need not be printed on the official
ballots, but, until otherwise provided by the legislature, the secretary of
state shall prepare the ballots in such form as to present the question or
questions concisely and intelligibly.
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Meaning of words
“ electors,”
“ people,”
“recess of
legislature,”
“general election,”
“ measure” and
“ w ritten petition.”
I l l Me. 448.
132 Me. 491.

S ec. 21. The city council of any city may establish the initiative and
referendum for the electors of such city in regard to its municipal affairs,
provided that the ordinance establishing and providing the method of exer
cising such initiative and referendum shall not take effect until ratified by
vote of a majority of the electors of said city, voting thereon at a municipal
election. Provided, however, that the legislature may at any time provide
a uniform method for the exercise of the initiative and referendum in
municipal affairs.

City council of
any city may
establish initiative
and referendum.
I l l Me. 448.
132 Me. 491.
135 Me. 459.

SEC. 22. Until the legislature shall enact further regulations not incon
sistent with the constitution for applying the people’s veto and direct initia
tive, the election officers and other officials shall be governed by the provi
sions of this constitution and of the general law, supplemented by such
reasonable action as may be necessary to render the preceding sections self
executing.

Election officers
and officials, how
governed.
I l l Me. 448.
132 Me. 491.

[The th irty -first am endm ent w as proposed to the people by a resolve
of th e se v e n ty -th ird legislatu re, approved M arch 20, 1907, and h av in g
been adopted S eptem ber 14, 1908, w as proclaim ed by G overnor Cobb to
be a p a rt of th e co n stitu tio n O ctober 30, 1908, and took effect on th e
first W ednesday of Jan u a ry , 1909.]
A R T IC L E X X X II.

A doption op A m endm ents
Section two in article ten as amended by the resolve of the fifty-eighth Article x, § 2,
legislature passed March fourth, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, and amended.
adopted September eighth, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, is hereby
further amended by striking out the w ords: “in the manner prescribed by
law, at their next biennial meetings in the month of September,” and
inserting in place thereof the words: ‘to meet in the manner prescribed by
law for calling and holding biennial meetings of said inhabitants for the
election of senators and representatives on the second Monday in Septem
ber following the passage of said resolve;’ so that said section as amended,
shall read as follow s:

‘S ec . 2 . The legislature, whenever two-thirds of both houses shall deem
it necessary, may propose amendments to this constitution; and, when any
amendments shall be so agreed upon, a resolution shall be passed and sent
to the selectmen of the several towns, and the assessors of the several
plantations, empowering and directing them to notify the inhabitants of

Amendments to
constitution.
See Amendment
xxxvii.
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their respective towns and plantations, to meet in the manner prescribed
by law for calling and holding biennial meetings of said inhabitants for
the election of senators and representatives, on the second Monday in Sep
tember following the passage of said resolve, to give in their votes on the
question, whether such amendments shall be made; and if it shall appear
that a majority of the inhabitants voting on the question are in favor of
such amendment, it shall become a part of this constitution/

[The th irty -se co n d am endm ent w as proposed to th e people by a resolve
of the sev en ty -th ird legislatu re, approved M arch 28, 1907, an d h av in g
been adopted Septem ber 14. 1908, w as proclaim ed by G overnor Cobb to
be a p a rt of th e co n stitu tio n O ctober 30, 1908, and took effect on th e
first W ednesday of Jan u a ry , 1909.]
A R T IC L E X X X III.

Seat of
government.

S eat

of

Governm ent.

Augusta is hereby declared to be the seat of government of this State.
A R T IC LE X X X IV .

L im it a t io n

oe

M u n ic ip a l I n d e b t e d n e s s .

Article xxii
amended.

Article twenty-two of said constitution, limiting municipal indebtedness,
is hereby amended by inserting after the word “town” in the first line
thereof, the following words, ‘having less than forty thousand inhabitants,
according to the last census taken by the United States/ and by inserting
after the word “however” in the fourth line, the following words, ‘that
cities having a population of forty thousand or more, according to the last
census taken by the United States may create a debt or liability which single
or in the aggregate with previous debt or liability, shall equal seven and
one-half per centum of the last regular valuation of said city, that cities of
forty thousand inhabitants or over, may, by a majority vote of their city
government, increase the present rate of five per centum by one-fourth of
one per centum in any one municipal year until in not less than ten years,
the maximum rate of seven and one-half per cent is reached, that any city
failing to take the increase in any one municipal year then the increase for
that year is lost and no increase can be made until the next year as pro
vided above, and provided further/ so that said article as amended, shall
read as follow s:

Municipal

‘No city or town having less than forty thousand inhabitants, according
to the last census taken by the United States, shall hereafter create any
debt or liability, which single or in the aggregate, with previous debts or
liabilities shall exceed five per centum of the last regular valuation of said
city or tow n; provided, however, that cities having a population o f forty
thousand or more, according to the last census taken by the United States,
may create a debt or liability which single or in the aggregate, with
previous debts or liabilities, shall equal seven and one-half per cent o f the
last regular valuation of said city, that cities of forty thousand inhabitants,
or over, may, by a majority vote of their city government, increase the
present rate of five per centum by one-fourth of one per cent in any one
municipal year, until, in not less than ten years, the maximum rate of seven
and one-half per cent is reached, that any city failing to take the increase
in any one municipal year then the increase for that year is lost and no
increase can be made until the next year as provided above, and provided
further, that the adoption of this article shall not be construed as applying
to any fund received in trust by said city or town, nor to any loan for the
purpose of renewing existing loans, or for war or to temporary loans to
be paid out of the money raised by taxes during the year in which they
were made/

indebtedness
limited.

120 Me. 15.
127 Me. 18.
134 Me. 329.

[The th irty -th ird and th irty -fo u rth am endm ents w ere proposed to th e
people by resolves of th e sev en ty -fifth le g islatu re , approved M arch 31,
1911, and by a resolve of the sev en ty -six th le g islatu re , approved J a n u a ry
23, 1913, w ere declared to have been adopted Septem ber 11, 1911, an d by
said d eclaratio n becam e a p a rt of th e co n stitu tio n .]
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A R T IC L E X X X V .

B ond I ssue for S tate H ig hw ays .
Article nine of the constitution is hereby amended by adding the follow
ing section:
S ec. 17. The legislature may authorize the issuing of bonds not exceed
ing two million dollars in amount at any one time, payable within forty-one
years, at a rate of interest not exceeding four per centum per annum,
payable semi-annually, which bonds or their proceeds shall be devoted
solely to the building and maintaining of state highways; provided, how
ever, that bonds issued and outstanding under the authority of this section
shall never, in the aggregate, exceed two million dollars; the expenditure
of said money to be divided equitably among the several counties of the
state.
Section fourteen of said article is amended by adding after the word
"except,” in the fifth line thereof, the following w ords: ‘For the purposes
of building and maintaining of state highways,’ so that said section four
teen, as amended, shall read as follow s:
‘S ec. 14. The credit of the state shall not be directly or indirectly loaned
in any case. The legislature shall not create any debt or debts, liability or
liabilities, on behalf of the state, which shall singly, or in the aggregate,
with previous debts and liabilities hereafter incurred at any one time,
exceed three hundred thousand dollars, except for the purposes of building
and maintaining of state highways, to suppress insurrection, to repel inva
sion, or for purposes of war; but this amendment shall not be construed
to refer to any money that has been, or may be deposited with this state by
the government of the United States, or to any fund which the state shall
hold in trust for any Indian tribe.’

Bonds for state
highways
authorized.
(See Amendment
x liii.)

Article ix, § 14,
amended.

Credit of state
not to be loaned.
—state debt
limited.
(See Amendments
xlviii and xlix.)

[The th irty -fifth am endm ent w as proposed to the people by a resolve
of th e sev en ty -fifth legislatu re, approved M arch 25 1912, and by a resolve
of th e se v e n ty -six th leg islatu re, approved Ja n u a ry 23, 1913, w as d eclared
to have been adopted Septem ber 9, 1912, and by said declaration becam e
a p a rt of th e co n stitu tio n .]
A R T IC L E X X X V I.

C lassification of P roperty for P urposes of T axation .
Section eight of article nine of the constitution is hereby amended by Article ix, §
adding to said section the following w ords: ‘But the legislature shall have amended.
power to levy a tax upon intangible personal property at such rate as it
deems wise and equitable without regard to the rate applied to other classes
of property,’ so that said section as amended shall read as follow s:
‘S ec. 8. All taxes upon real and personal estate, assessed by authority
of this state, shall be apportioned and assessed equally, according to the
just value thereof; but the legislature shall have power to levy a tax upon
intangible personal property at such rate as it deems wise and equitable
without regard to the rate applied to other classes of property.’

[The th irty -s ix th am endm ent w as proposed to the people by a resolve
of the sev en ty -six th le g islatu re approved A pril 4, 1913, and by a resolve
of the sev en ty -sev en th leg islatu re approved M arch 31, 1915 w as declared
to have been adopted Septem ber 8, 1913, and by such declaration becam e
a p a rt of th e co n stitu tio n .]

8

Tax may be levied
on intangible
property.
*120 Me. 21.
125 Me. 27.
134 Me. 414.
138 Me. 195.

A R T IC LE X X X V II.

A doption of A m en d m en ts .
Section ttvo in article ten as amended by the resolve of the fifty-eighth Article x, § 2,
legislature passed March fourth, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, and ns amended,
further amended.
adopted September eighth, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, as amended
to the resolve of the seventy-third legislature passed March twenty-eighth,
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nineteen hundred and seven, and adopted September fourteenth, nineteen
hundred and eight, is hereby further amended by inserting after the word
“plantations” in the seventh line of said section two the following w ord s:
‘in the manner prescribed by law at the next biennial meetings in the month
of September or,’ so that said section as amended shall read as follow s:

Amendments to
constitution.

(See Amendment
xxxii.)

‘SEC. 2. The legislature, whenever two-thirds of both houses shall deem
it necessary, may propose amendments to this constitution; and, when any
amendments shall be so agreed upon, a resolution shall be passed and sent
to the selectmen of the several towns, and the assessors of the several
plantations, empowering and directing them to notify the inhabitants of
their respective towns and plantations in the manner prescribed by law at
the next biennial meetings in the month of September or to meet in the
manner prescribed by law for calling and holding biennial meetings of said
inhabitants for the election of senators and representatives, on the second
Monday in September following the passage of said resolve, to give in
their votes on the question, whether such amendments shall be made; and
if it shall appear that a majority of the inhabitants voting on the question
are in favor of such amendment, it shall become a part of this constitu
tion.’

[The th irty -se v e n th am endm ent w as proposed to th e people by a
resolve of th e sev en ty -six th le g islatu re approved A pril 12, 1913, an d by
a resolve of th e sev en ty -sev en th le g isla tu re approved M arch 31, 1915
w as declared to have been adopted S eptem ber 8, 1913, an d by such
declaration becam e a p a rt of th e co n stitu tio n .]
A R T IC L E X X X V III.

A rticle ix, § 10,
nmended.

Tenure ot sheriffs.
125 Me. 529.

T enure oe the O eeice of S heriff.
Section ten of article nine of the Constitution is amended by striking out
all that part of said section after the word “election” in the fourth line of
said section as printed with the revised statutes of nineteen hundred and
sixteen and inserting in place thereof, the following: ‘unless sooner re
moved as hereinafter provided. Whenever the governor and council upon
complaint, due notice and hearing shall find that a sheriff is not faithfully
or efficiently performing any duty imposed upon him by law, the governor
may remove such sheriff from office and with the advice and consent of the
council appoint another sheriff in his place for the remainder of the term
for which such removed sheriff was elected. All vacancies in the office of
sheriff, other than those caused by removal in the manner aforesaid, shall
be filled in the same manner as is provided in the case of judges and
registers of probate,’ so that said section as amended shall read as follow s:
‘S ec. i o . Sheriffs shall be elected by the people of their respective
counties, by a plurality of the votes given in on the second Monday of
September, and shall hold their office for two years from the first day of
January next after their election, unless sooner removed as hereinafter
provided.
Whenever the governor and council upon complaint, due notice and
hearing shall find that a sheriff is not faithfully or efficiently performing
any duty imposed upon him by law, the governor may remove such sheriff
from office and with the advice and consent of the council appoint another
sheriff in his place for the remainder of the term for which such removed
sheriff was elected. A ll vacancies in the office of sheriff, other than those
caused by removal in the manner aforesaid shall be filled in the same
manner as is provided in the case of judges and registers of probate.’

[The th irty -e ig h th am endm ent w as proposed to th e people by a r e 
solve of th e sev en ty -eig h th leg islatu re, approved M arch 19, 1917, and
having been fav o rab ly voted upon by th e people a t a special election
held Septem ber 10, 1917, w as by pro clam atio n of th e governor, d eclared
a p a rt of th e co n stitu tio n , Septem ber 25, 1917.]
See R. S. c. 79, § 158 et seq., re sheriffs.
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A R T IC L E X X X IX .

A pportionment of R epresentatives .

Section three of part first of article four is hereby amended by inserting Article iv,
p art 1, § 3,
in the eighth line of said section after the words “but no town shall ever amended.
be entitled to more than seven representatives,” the words, ‘except that in
the event of the merger of towns or cities, the new town or city shall be
allowed the combined representation of the former units,’ so that said
section as amended shall read as follow s:
‘SEC. 3. Each town having fifteen hundred inhabitants, may elect one Apportionment
representative; each town having three thousand seven hundred and fifty of representatives
may elect two; each town having six thousand seven hundred and fifty among towns.
may elect three; each town having ten thousand five hundred may elect
four; each town having fifteen thousand may elect five; each town having
twenty thousand two hundred and fifty may elect six; each town having
twenty-six thousand two hundred and fifty may elect seven; but no town
shall ever be entitled to more than seven representatives; except that in the
event of the merger of towns or cities, the new town or city shall be
allowed the combined representation of the former units; and towns and
plantations duly organized, not having fifteen hundred inhabitants, shall be
classed as conveniently as may be into districts containing that number, and
so as not to divide towns, and each such district may elect one representa
tive; and when on this apportionment the number of representatives shall
be two hundred, a different apportionment shall take place upon the
above principle; and in case the fifteen hundred shall be too large or too
small to apportion all the representatives to any county, it shall be so
increased or diminished as to give the number of representatives according
to the above rule and proportion; and whenever any town or towns, plan
tation or plantations not entitled to elect a representative shall determine
against the classification with any other town or plantation, the legislature
may, at each apportionment of representatives on the application of such
town or plantation, authorize it to elect a representative for such portion
of time and such periods, as shall be equal to its portion of representation;
and the right of representation so established, shall not be altered until
the next general apportionment.’

[The th irty -n in th am endm ent w as proposed to th e people by a resolve
of th e se v en ty -eig h th legislatu re, approved A pril 7, 1917, and h av in g
been fav o rab ly voted upon by the people a t a special election held
Septem ber 10. 1917, w as by proclam ation of the governor, declared a
p a rt of th e co n stitu tio n , Septem ber 25, 1917.]
A R T IC L E XL.

R elating to th e M il itia .
Article seven of the constitution is hereby amended by striking out all Article vii,
of sections one, two, three, four and five of said article and substituting amended.
M ilitia.
therefor the following sections:
‘ S ec. 1. All commissioned officers of the militia shall be appointed and Officers, liow
commissioned by the governor, from such persons as are qualified by law appointed.
to hold such offices.
Sec. 2. The legislature shall, by law, designate the qualifications neces Qualifications and
sary for holding a commission in the militia and shall prescribe the mode selection of
officers.
of selection of officers for the several grades.
S ec. 3. The adjutant general shall be appointed by the governor. But A djutant general,
the adjutant general shall also perform the duties of quartermaster general appointment and
duties.
and paymaster general until otherwise directed by law.
S ec. 4. The organization, armament and discipline of the militia and
of the military and naval units thereof shall be the same as that which is
now or may hereafter be prescribed by the laws and regulations of the

Standard of
organization,
armament and
discipline.
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United States; and it shall be the duty of the governor to issue from time
to time such orders and regulations and to adopt such other means of ad
ministration, as shall maintain the prescribed standard of organization,
armament and discipline; and such orders, regulations and means adopted
shall have the full force and effect of the law.

I'ersons exempt
from m ilitary
duty.

S ec. 5. Persons of the denominations of quakers and shakers, justices
of the supreme judicial court, ministers of the gospel and persons exempted
by the laws of the United States may be exempted from military duty, but
no other able-bodied person of the age of eighteen and under the age of
forty-five years, excepting officers of the militia who have been honorably
discharged, shall be so exempted unless he shall pay an equivalent to be
fixed by law.’

[The fo rtie th am endm ent to the co n stitu tio n of th e S tate of M aine w as
proposed to th e people by a resolve of th e sev en ty -n in th le g isla tu re ,
approved M arch 8, 1919, and hav in g been favo rably voted upon by th e
people a t a special election held S eptem ber 8, 1919, th e re su lt of th e vote
w as proclaim ed by th e G overnor S eptem ber 24, 1919, and th e am endm ent,
as proposed, becam e a p a rt of th e co n stitu tio n .]
A R T IC L E X U .

B ond I ssu e for P ublic W harves and A dequate P ort F a cilities .
F irst: Article nine of the constitution of the state is hereby amended by
A rticle lx, further
amended by
adding thereto the following section:
adding sections.

Ilond issue
providing for
port facilities.

‘S ec. 18. The legislature may authorize the issuing of bonds not to
exceed the amount of one million one hundred and fifty thousand dollars,
payable within twenty years at a rate of interest of four per centum per
annum payable semi-annually; which bonds shall be issued serially under
the direction of the governor and council. The said bonds or their pro
ceeds shall be devoted exclusively to the building and maintaining of public
wharves and the establishment of adequate port facilities in the state of
Maine.’
Second: Section fourteen of said article nine, as amended by article
thirty-five, is hereby further amended by adding after the word ‘war’ in the
seventh line the words ‘or for the purposes of building and maintaining
public wharves and for the establishment of adequate port facilities in the
state of Maine;’ so that said section fourteen, as amended, shall read as
follow s:

A rticle ix. f 14,
further nmended.

Increasing
debt limit.

‘S ec. 14. The credit of the state shall not be directly or indirectly loaned
in any case. The legislature shall not create any debt or debts, liability or
liabilities, on behalf of the state, which shall singly, or in the aggregate,
with previous debts and liabilities hereafter incurred at any one time,
exceed three hundred thousand dollars, except for the purposes of building
and maintaining of state highways, to suppress insurrection, to repel inva
sion, or for purposes of war, or for the purposes of building and main
taining public wharves and for the establishment of adequate port facilities
in the state of Maine; but this amendment shall not be construed to refer
to any money that has been, or may be deposited with this state by the
government of the United States, or to any fund which the state shall hold
in trust for any Indian tribe.’

[The fo rty -first am endm ent to th e co n stitu tio n of the S tate of M aine
w as proposed to th e people by a resolve of th e sev en ty -n in th le g islatu re ,
approved M arch 28, 1919, and h av in g been favo rably voted upon by th e
people a t a special election held S eptem ber 8, 1919, th e re su lt of th e vote
w as proclaim ed by th e G overnor S eptem ber 24, 1919, and th e am en d 
m ent, as proposed, becam e a p a rt of th e co n stitu tio n .]
A R T IC L E X LII.

A rticle ix, 8 14,
further amended.

I ncreasing t h e S tate D ebt L im it .
Section fourteen of article nine of the constitution, as amended by article
thirty-five of the constitution, is hereby further amended by striking out
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after the word ‘exceed’ in the fifth line thereof the words ‘three hundred
thousand dollars’ and inserting in place thereof the words ‘eight hundred
thousand dollars,’ so that said section, as amended, shall read as follow s:
‘S ec. 14. The credit of the state shall not be directly or indirectly loaned Increasing
in any case. The legislature shall not create any debt or debts, liability or debt limit.
liabilities, on behalf of the state, which shall singly, or in the aggregate,
with previous debts and liabilities hereafter incurred at any one time,
exceed eight hundred thousand dollars, except for the purposes of build
ing and maintaining of state highways, to suppress insurrection, to repel
invasion, or for purposes of war; but this amendment shall not be con
strued to refer to any money that has been, or may be deposited with this
state by the government of the United States, or to any fund which the
state shall hold in trust for any Indian tribe.’

[The fo rty -seco n d am endm ent to th e co n stitu tio n of th e S tate of
M aine w as proposed to th e people by a resolve of the sev en ty -n in th
leg islatu re, ap p ro ved A pril 4, 1919, an d h av in g been favorably voted
upon by th e people a t a special election held Septem ber 8. 1919, th e
re su lt of th e vote w as proclaim ed by th e G overnor Septem ber 24, 1919,
and the am endm ent, as proposed, becam e a p a rt of the co n stitu tio n .]
A R T IC L E X LIII.

S tate H ig h w a y s , I ntrastate , I nterstate , and I nternational B ridges.
First: Section fourteen of article nine of the constitution as amended Article ix, | 14,
by article thirty-five of the constitution is hereby further amended by strik further nmended.
ing out the words ‘and maintaining o f’ in the sixth line thereof and by
adding after the word ‘highways’ in the sixth line thereof the words ‘intra
state, interstate and international bridges’ so that said section, as amended,
shall read as follow s:
‘S ec. 14. The credit of the state shall not be directly or indirectly loaned
in any case. The legislature shall not create any debt or debts, liability or
liabilities, on behalf of the state, which shall singly, or in the aggregate,
with previous debts and liabilities hereafter incurred at any one time,
exceed three hundred thousand dollars, except for the purposes of building
state highways, intrastate, interstate, and international bridges, to suppress
insurrection, to repel invasion or for purposes of w a r; but this amendment
shall not be construed to refer to any money that has been or may be
deposited with this state by the government of the United States, or to
any fund which the state shall hold in trust for any Indian tribe.’

Providing for
bridges.
Increasing
debt limit.

Second: Section seventeen of said article is amended by striking out Article ix, 8 17,
after the word ‘exceeding’ in the first and second lines thereof the word further amended.
‘two’ and inserting in place thereof the word ‘ten’ and by striking out after
the word ‘exceeding’ in the third line thereof the word ‘four’ and inserting
in place thereof the word ‘five’ and by striking out in the fifth line thereof
the words ‘and maintaining’ and by adding after the word ‘highways’ in
the fifth line the words ‘and intrastate, interstate, and international bridges,’
and by striking out after the word ‘exceed’ in the seventh line thereof the
word ‘two’ and inserting in place thereof the word ‘ten,’ so that said sec
tion, as amended, shall read as follow s:
‘SEC. 17. The legislature may authorize the issuing of bonds not exceed Highway and
ing ten million dollars in amount at any one time, payable within forty-one bridge bonds.
years, at a rate of interest not exceeding five per centum per annum, pay
able semi-anually, which bonds or their proceeds shall be devoted solely to
the building of state highways, and intrastate, interstate, and international
bridges; provided, however, that bonds issued and outstanding under the
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authority of this section shall never, in the aggregate, exceed ten million
dollars; the expenditure of said money to be divided equitably among the
several counties of the state.’

[The fo rty -th ird am endm ent to th e co n stitu tio n of th e S tate of M aine
w as proposed to th e people by a resolve of th e sev en ty -n in th le g islatu re ,
approved A pril 4, 1919, and h av in g been fav o rab ly voted upon by th e
people a t a special election held S eptem ber 8, 1919, th e re su lt of th e vote
w as proclaim ed by th e G overnor S eptem ber 24, 1919, and th e a m e n d 
m ent, as proposed, becam e a p a rt of th e co n stitu tio n .]
A R T IC L E X U V .

C o ntinuation o f th e R ig h t oe S uffrage .
Article ii, § 1,
ninen (led.

Section one of Article two is hereby amended by inserting after the word
‘established’ in the sixth line of said section, the following w ords: ‘and he
shall continue to be an elector in such town or plantation for the period of
three months after his removal therefrom, if he continues to reside in this
state during said period’, so that said section, as amended, shall read as
follow s:

Continuing right
of suffrage on
removal from
town.

‘ Sec. i . Every male citizen of the United States of the age of twentyone years and upwards, excepting paupers, persons under guardianship,
and Indians not taxed, having his residence established in this state for the
term of three months next preceding any election, shall be an elector for
governor, senators and representatives, in the town or plantation where his
residence is so established, and he shall continue to be an elector in such
town or plantation for the period of three months after his removal there
from, if he continues to reside in this state during said period; and the
elections shall be by written ballot. But persons in the military, naval or
marine service of the United States, or this state, shall not be considered
as having obtained such established residence by being stationed in any
garrison, barrack, or military place, in any town or plantation; nor shall
the residence of a student at any seminary of learning entitle him to the
right of suffrage in the town or plantation where such seminary is estab
lished. No person, however, shall be deemed to have lost his residence by
reason of his absence from the state in the military service of the United
States, or of this state.’

[The fo rty -fo u rth am endm ent to th e co n stitu tio n of th e S ta te of
M aine w as proposed to th e people by a resolve of th e sev en ty -n in th
leg islatu re, approved M arch 28, 1919, an d h av in g been fav o rab ly voted
upon by th e people a t a special election held S eptem ber 8, 1919, th e
co n stitu tio n w as proclaim ed by the G overnor Septem ber 24, 1919 to be
am ended as proposed, said am endm ent to ta k e effect and to becom e a
p a rt of th e co n stitu tio n upon the first W ednesday of Jan u a ry , 1920.]
A R T IC L E X L V .

A uthorization of C reation of S tate D ebt for P aym ent of S oldiers ’
B onus .
A r tic le ix , fu rth er
am ended b y
ad din g section.

P ro v id in g for
so ld iers’ bonus.

Article nine of the constitution is hereby amended by adding thereto the
following section:
S ec. 19. The legislature may authorize the issuing of bonds not to
exceed the amount of three million dollars, payable within ten years, which
bonds or their proceeds shall be devoted exclusively to paying a bonus to
Maine soldiers and sailors in the war with Germany.
Section fourteen of said article nine, as amended by articles thirty-five,
forty-one, forty-two and forty-three, is hereby further amended by adding
after the word “ war” in the seventh line thereof the words ‘to provide
for the payment of a bonus to Maine soldiers and sailors in the war with
Germany,’ so that said section fourteen, as amended, shall read as follow s:
‘S ec. 14. The credit of the state shall not be directly or indirectly loaned
in any case. The legislature shall not create any debt or debts, liability or
liabilities, on behalf of the state, which shall singly, or in the aggregate,
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with previous debts and liabilities hereafter incurred at any one time,
exceed eight hundred thousand dollars, except for the purposes of building
state highways, intrastate, interstate, and international bridges; to suppress
insurrection, to repel invasion, or for purposes of war; to provide for the
payment of a bonus to Maine soldiers and sailors in the war with Ger
many; or for the purposes of building and maintaining public wharves and
for the establishment of adequate port facilities in the state of Maine; but
this amendment shall not be construed to refer to any money that has
been, or may be deposited with this state by the government of the United
States, or to any fund which the state shall hold in trust for any Indian
tribe.’

[The fo rty -fifth am endm ent w as proposed to th e people by a resolve
of th e se v e n ty -n in th leg islatu re, special session, approved N ovem ber 7,
1919, an d h av in g been favo rably voted upon by th e people a t th e b ien 
n ial election held S eptem ber 13, 1920, w as, by proclam ation of th e g o v 
ernor, declared a p a rt of th e co n stitu tio n , Septem ber 22, 1920.]
A R T IC L E X LV I.

A uthorization of M ore T h a n O ne V oting P eace for S tate and
N ational E lection in T ow ns .
Section sixteen of article nine is hereby amended by striking out all of Article ix, 5 16,
amended.
said section and substituting in place thereof the following:
‘S ec. i 6. The legislature may by law authorize the dividing of towns Voting districts.
into voting districts for all state and national elections, and prescribe the
manner in which the votes shall be received, counted, and the result of the
election declared.’

[The fo rty -six th am endm ent w as proposed to th e people by a resolve
of th e sev en ty -n in th leg islatu re, approved M arch 8, 1919, and h av in g
been fav o rab ly voted upon by the people a t th e biennial election held
S eptem ber 13, 1920, w as, by proclam ation of th e governor, declared a
p a rt of th e co n stitu tio n , O ctober 1, 1920.]
A R T IC L E X LV II.

A bsent V oting A ct .
Section five, article four, part first, of the constitution of Maine as Article Iv,
part 1, § 5,
amended by the twenty-third amendment, is hereby further amended by amended.
striking out the word “present” in the fifth and thirty-fourth lines thereof,
so that said section as amended shall read as follow s:
‘S ec. 5. The meetings within this state for the choice of representatives
shall be warned in due course of law by the selectmen of the several towns Perm itting absent
seven days at least before the election, and the selectmen thereof shall pre voting.
side impartially at such meetings, receive the votes of all the qualified
electors, sort, count and declare them in open town meeting, and in the
presence of the town clerk, who shall form a list of the persons voted for,
with the number of votes for each person against his name, shall make a
fair record thereof in the presence of the selectmen and in open town meet
ing. And the towns and plantations organized by law, belonging to any
class herein provided, shall hold their meetings at the same time in the
respective towns and plantations; and the town and plantation meetings in
such towns and plantations shall be notified, held and regulated, the votes
received, sorted, counted and declared in the same manner. And the as
sessors and clerks of plantations shall have all the powers, and be subject
to all the duties, which selectmen and town clerks have, and are subject to
by this constitution. And fair copies of the lists of votes shall be attested
by the selectmen and town clerks of towns, and the assessors of planta
tions, and sealed up in open town and plantation meetings; and the town
and plantation clerks respectively shall cause the same to be delivered into
the secretary’s office thirty days at least before the first Wednesday of
January biennially. And the governor and council shall examine the re-
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turned copies of such lists, and also all lists of votes of citizens in the
military service, returned to the secretary’s office, as provided in article
second, section four, of this constitution; and twenty days before the said
first Wednesday of January, biennially, shall issue a summons to such
persons as shall appear to be elected by a plurality of all the votes re
turned, to attend and take their seats. But all such lists shall be laid
before the house of representatives on the first Wednesday of January
biennially, and they shall finally determine who are elected. The electors
resident in any city may, at any meeting duly notified for the choice of
representatives, vote for such representatives in their respective ward meet
ings, and the wardens in said wards shall preside impartially at such meet
ings, receive the votes of all qualified electors, sort, count and declare them
in open ward meetings, and in the presence of the ward clerk, who shall
form a list of the persons voted for, with the number of votes for each
person against his name, shall make a fair record thereof in the presence
of the warden, and in open ward meetings; and a fair copy of this list shall
be attested by the warden and ward clerk, sealed up in open ward meeting,
and delivered to the city clerk within twenty-four hours after the close of
the polls. And the electors resident in any city may at any meetings duly
notified and holden for the choice of any other civil officers for whom they
have been required heretofore to vote in town meeting, vote for such
officers in their respective wards, and the same proceedings shall be had
by the warden and ward clerk in each ward, as in the case of votes for
representatives. And the aldermen of any city shall be in session within
twenty-four hours after the close of the polls in such meetings, and in the
presence of the city clerk shall open, examine and compare the copies from
the lists of votes given in the several wards, of which the city clerk shall
make a record, and return thereof shall be made into the secretary of
state’s office in the same manner as selectmen of towns are required to do.’

[The fo rty -se v e n th am endm ent w as proposed to th e people by a r e 
solve of th e eig h tieth legislatu re, approved A pril 6, 1921, and h av in g
been fav o rab ly voted upon by th e people a t a special election held
Septem ber 12, 1921, w as by p ro clam atio n of th e governor, d eclared a
p a rt of the co n stitu tio n , O ctober 29, 1921.]
A R T IC L E X L V III.

A uthorization of B ond I ssue for t h e C onstruction of a B ridge
between B ath and W oolw ich .
A rticle ix, § 17,
further amended.

Section seventeen of article nine of the constitution is hereby amended
by adding to said section the following: “The legislature may authorize, in
addition to the bonds hereinbefore mentioned, the issuance of bonds not
exceeding three million dollars in amount at any one time payable within
fifty-one years at a rate of interest not exceeding four per centum per
annum, payable semi-annually, which bonds or their proceeds shall be
devoted solely to the building of a highway or combination highway and
railroad bridge across the Kennebec river, between the city of Bath and
the town of Woolwich,” so that said section, as amended, shall read as
follows:

Providing for
bridge between
Butli and
Woolwich.

‘S f,c. 17. The Legislature may authorize the issuing of bonds not ex
ceeding ten million dollars in amount at any one time, payable within
forty-one years, at a rate of interest not exceeding five per centum per
annum, payable semi-annually, which bonds or their proceeds shall be
devoted solely to the building of state highways, and intrastate, interstate
and international bridges; provided, however, that bonds issued and out
standing under the authority of this section shall never, in the aggregate,
exceed ten million dollars; the expenditure of said money to be divided
equitably among the several counties of the State. The Legislature may
authorize, in addition to the bonds hereinbefore mentioned, the issuance of

Additional bond
issue.
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bonds not exceeding three million dollars in amount at any one time, pay
able within fifty-one years, at a rate of interest not exceeding four per
centum per annum, payable semi-annually, which bonds or their proceeds
shall be devoted, solely to the building of a highway or combination high
way aM railroad bridge across the Kennebec river between the city of
Bath and the town of Woolwich.’

[The fo rty -e ig h th am endm ent w as proposed to th e people by a re 
solve of th e eigh ty -secon d leg islatu re, approved A pril 3, 1925, and h a v 
in g been fav o rab ly voted upon by th e people a t a special election held
S eptem ber 14, 1925, w as proclaim ed by th e governor, Septem ber 29, 1925,
and th e am en d m en t as proposed becam e a p a rt of th e co n stitu tio n .]
A R T IC L E X U X .

A uthorization of A dditional B ond I ssue for th e C onstruction of S tate
H ighw ays and I nterstate , I ntrastate , and I nternational B ridges.
Section seventeen of article nine of the constitution as amended by Article ix, § 17,
further amended.
article forty-three of the constitution, is further amended by striking out
all of said section and inserting in the place thereof the following, so that
said section, as amended, shall read as follow s:
‘S ec. 17. The legislature may authorize the issuing of bonds not exceed Providing for
additional bond
ing sixteen million dollars in amount at any one time, payable within Issue.
forty-one years, except that all bonds issued under authority of this resolve
during and after the year nineteen hundred twenty-five shall be payable
within fifteen years, at a rate of interest not exceeding five per centum per
annum, payable semi-annually, which bonds or their proceeds, shall be
devoted solely to the building of state highways and interstate, intrastate
and international bridges, provided, however, that bonds issued and out
standing under the authority of this section shall never, in the aggregate,
exceed sixteen million dollars, which said bonds issued during or after the
year nineteen hundred twenty-five shall be serial and when paid at maturity,
or otherwise retired, shall not be reissued; the expenditure of said money
to be divided equitably among the several counties of the state.’

[The fo rty -n in th am endm ent w as proposed to th e people by a resolve
of th e eigh ty -secon d leg islatu re, approved A pril 11, 1925, and h av in g
been fav o rab ly voted upon by the people a t a special election held
Septem ber 14, 1925, w as proclaim ed by th e governor, Septem ber 29. 1925,
and th e am end m ent as proposed becam e a p a rt of th e co n stitu tio n .]
A R T IC L E L.

F illing of C ouncillor V acancies .
Section two of part two of article five of the constitution, as amended, Article v,
part 2, § 2,
is hereby further amended by striking out all of said section after the word amended.
“filled” in the third line and inserting in place thereof the following: ‘in
the following manner: The governor with the advice and consent of the
council shall appoint within thirty days from said vacancy a councillor
from the same district in which the vacancy occurred, and the oath of
office shall be administered by the governor; said councillor shall hold
office until the next convening of the legislature; but not more than one
councillor shall be elected or appointed from any district prescribed for the
election of senators; they shall be privileged from arrest in the same man
ner as senators and representatives,’ so that said section, as amended, shall
read as follow s:
‘S f.c. 2. The councillors shall be chosen biennially, on the first Wednes
day of January, by joint ballot of the senators and representatives in con
vention ; and vacancies, which shall afterward happen, shall be filled in the
following manner: The governor with the advice and consent of the
council shall appoint within thirty days from said vacancy a councillor
from the same district in which the vacancy occurred, and the oath of

Councillors, how
chosen: vacancies,
how filled: privi
leged from arrest.
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office shall be administered by the governor; said councillor shall hold
office until the next convening of the legislature; but not more than one
councillor shall be elected or appointed from any district prescribed for the
election of senators; they shall be privileged from arrest in the same man
ner as senators and representatives.’

[The fiftieth am endm ent w as proposed to th e people by a reso lv e of
the eig h ty -fo u rth leg islatu re, approved A pril 10, 1929, and h av in g been
favo rably v oted upon by th e people a t a special election held S eptem ber
9, 1929, w as proclaim ed by the g overnor, O ctober 25, 1929, an d th e
am endm ent as proposed becam e a p a rt of th e co n stitu tio n .]
A R T IC L E LI.

A uthorization of B ond I ssue for t h e B uieding of a B ridge A cross t h e
P enobscot R iver, to be K now n as W aedo-H ancock B ridge .
A rticle lx, { 17,
further amended.

Providing for
“ Waldo-Hancock
R rid g e .”

Section seventeen of article nine of the constitution is hereby amended
by adding to said section the following: ‘The legislature may authorize, in
addition to the bonds hereinbefore mentioned, the issuance of bonds not
exceeding one million two hundred thousand dollars in amount at any one
time payable within thirty years at a rate of interest not exceeding four per
centum per annum, payable semi-annually, which bonds or their proceeds
shall be devoted solely to the building of a highway bridge across the
Penobscot river from either the town of Prospect or the town of Stockton
Springs to either the town of Bucksport or the town of Verona, to be
known as the “Waldo-Hancock Bridge,” ’ so that said section, as amended,
shall read as follow s:
‘Sec. 17. The legislature may authorize the issuing of bonds not exceed
ing sixteen million dollars in amount at any one time, payable within
forty-one years, except that all bonds issued under authority of this re
solve during and after the year nineteen hundred and twenty-five shall be
payable within fifteen years, at a rate of interest not exceeding five per
centum per annum, payable semi-annually, which bonds or their proceeds,
shall be devoted solely to the building of state highways and interstate,
intrastate and international bridges, provided, however, that bonds issued
and outstanding under the authority of this section shall never, in the
aggregate, exceed sixteen million dollars, which said bonds issued during
or after the year nineteen hundred and twenty-five shall be serial and when
paid at maturity, or otherwise retired, shall not be reissued; the expendi
ture of said money to be divided equitably among the several counties of
the state. The legislature may authorize, in addition to the bonds herein
before mentioned, the issuance of bonds not exceeding three million dollars
in amount at any one time, payable within fifty-one years, at a rate of
interest not exceeding four per centum per annum, payable semi-annually,
which bonds or their proceeds shall be devoted solely to the building of a
highway or combination highway and railroad bridge across the Kennebec
river between the city of Bath and the town of Woolwich. The legisla
ture may authorize, in addition to the bonds hereinbefore mentioned, the
issuance of bonds not exceeding one million two hundred thousand dollars
in amount at any one time payable within thirty years at a rate of interest
not exceeding four per centum per annum, payable semi-annually, which
bonds or their proceeds shall be devoted solely to the building of a high
way bridge across the Penobscot river from either the town of Prospect or
the town of Stockton Springs to either the town of Bucksport or the town
of Verona, to be known as the “Waldo-Hancock Bridge.” ’

[The fifty -first am endm ent w as proposed to th e people by a resolve of
the e ig h ty -fo u rth leg islatu re, approved A pril 13, 1929, and h av in g been
favorably voted upon by the people a t a special election held S eptem ber
9, 1929, w as proclaim ed by the g overnor, O ctober 25. 1929, an d th e
am endm ent as proposed becam e a p a rt of th e co n stitu tio n .]
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A R T IC L E LII.

A dditional I ssue of H ighw ay and B ridge B onds .
Section seventeen of article nine of the constitution as amended by the Article ix, § 17
forty-eighth and forty-ninth amendments to the constitution is hereby further amended.
amended by striking out all of said section and inserting in place thereof
the following, so that said section as amended shall read as follows:
‘S ec. i 7. The state, under proper enactment of the legislature, may issue
its bonds not exceeding in the aggregate thirty-one million dollars in
amount at any one time, and all bonds issued during and after the year
nineteen hundred and twenty-nine shall be payable serially within twentyfive years from date of issue, at a rate of interest not exceeding five per
centum per annum, payable semi-annually. The proceeds of bonds here
after issued and outstanding under authority of this section to the extent
of ten million dollars shall be devoted solely to the construction of the
present system of state highways designated prior to April first, nineteen
hundred and twenty-nine; provided, however, that not exceeding two mil
lion five hundred thousand dollars of such proceeds may be used for the
reconstruction of state highways forming a part of that system heretofore
constructed, and provided further that not exceeding one million five hun
dred thousand dollars of such proceeds may be used for the construction
of state highways hereafter to be designated. The proceeds of bonds here
after issued and outstanding, under authority of this section, to the extent
of five million dollars shall be devoted solely to the building of interstate,
intrastate, and international bridges. Said bonds when paid at maturity or
otherwise retired shall not be reissued. A ll bonds issued under the author
ity of this section of the constitution shall be in addition to the bonds
heretofore authorized and issued in the amount of three million dollars,
the proceeds of which were devoted to the building of a combination high
way and railroad bridge across the Kennebec river between the city of
Bath and the town of Woolwich.’

Providing for
additional issue
of highway and
bridge bonds.

[The fifty-second am endm ent w as proposed to th e people by a resolve
of th e e ig h ty -fo u rth leg islatu re, approved A pril 13, 1929, and h av in g
been fa v o ra b ly voted upon by th e people a t a special election held
S eptem ber 9, 1929, w as proclaim ed by th e governor, O ctober 25, 1929,
and th e am end m ent becam e a p a rt of th e co n stitu tio n .]
A R T IC L E LIII.

P roviding for th e N umber of S enators .
Section one of part two of article four of the Constitution as amended, Article iv,
is hereby further amended by striking out all of said section and inserting p art 2, § 1,
further amended.
in place thereof the following:
‘S ec. i . The senate shall consist of the members to which the several
counties are entitled, on the following basis of representation according to
the Federal Census: each county having a population of thirty thousand
inhabitants or less shall have one senator; each county having a population Number of
senators.
of more than thirty thousand inhabitants and less than sixty thousand
inhabitants shall have two senators; each county having a population of
more than sixty thousand inhabitants and less than one hundred and
twenty thousand inhabitants shall have three senators; each county having
a population of more than one hundred twenty thousand and less than two
hundred forty thousand inhabitants shall have four senators; and each
county having a population of more than two hundred forty thousand
inhabitants shall have five senators. For the purpose of representation,
foreigners not naturalized and Indians not taxed shall not be counted as
inhabitants. The members of the senate shall be elected at the same time
and for the same term as the representatives by the qualified electors of the
counties which they shall respectively represent.’
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A rticle iv,
p art 2, § 2,
repealed.

Section two of part two of article four of the Constitution is hereby
repealed.

A rticle Iv,
part 2, § 5,
further amended.

Section five of part two of article four of the Constitution as amended
is hereby further amended by striking out the word “ district” wherever it
occurs and inserting in place thereof the word ‘county’ so that said sec
tion, as amended, shall read as follow s:

Senate to decide
election of its
members.

‘S ec. 5 The senate shall, on the said first Wednesday of January, bien
nially, determine who are elected by a plurality of votes to be senators in
each county; and in case the full number of senators to be elected from
each county shall not have been so elected, the members of the house of
representatives and such senators, as shall have been elected, shall, from
the highest numbers of the persons voted for, on said lists, equal to twice
the number o f senators deficient, in every county, if there be so many voted
for, elect by joint ballot the number of senators required; but all vacancies
in the senate, arising from death, resignation, removal from the State, or
like causes, shall be filled by an immediate election in the unrepresented
county. The governor shall issue his proclamation therefor and therein
fix the time of such election.’

[The fifty -th ird am endm ent w as proposed to th e people by a resolve
of th e e ig h ty -fifth leg islatu re, approved A pril 3, 1931, and h av in g been
favo rably v oted upon by th e people a t a special election held S eptem ber
14, 1931, w as proclaim ed by th e g overnor, O ctober 7, 1931, an d th e
am endm ent becam e a p a rt of th e co n stitu tio n .]
A R T IC L E EIV.

R epeal

oe

P

r o h ib it io n

oe t h e

M
L

Amendment xxvi,
repealed.

an u facture

and

S ale

oe

I n t o x ic a t in g

iq u o r s .

The 26th amendment to the constitution is hereby repealed.

[The fifty -fo u rth am endm ent w as proposed to th e people by a resolve
of th e eig h ty -six th leg islatu re, in special session D ecem ber 4-20, a p 
proved D ecem ber 16, 1933, and h av in g been fav o rab ly voted upon by th e
people a t th e bien n ial election held S eptem ber 10, 1934, w as p roclaim ed
by the g overnor, O ctober 1. 1934, and th e am endm ent becam e a p a rt of
the co n stitu tio n .]
A R T IC L E LV.
I n c r e a s in g

A rticle ix, § 14,
further amended.

Credit of state
not to be loaned.

th e

S tate D

ebt

L

im it .

Section 14 of said Article IX, as amended by articles X X X V , X LI, X LII,
XLIH, and X L V , is hereby further amended to read as follows:
‘S ec. 14. The credit of the state shall not be directly or indirectly loaned
in any case. The legislature shall not create any debt, or debts, liability or
liabilities, on behalf of the state, which shall singly, or in the aggregate,
with previous debts and liabilities hereafter incurred at any one time,
exceed $2,000,000, except for the purposes of building state highways, intra
state, interstate and international bridges; to suppress insurrection, to
repel invasion, or for the purposes of w a r ; to provide for the payment of
a bonus to Maine soldiers and sailors in the war with Germany; or for the
purposes of building and maintaining public wharves and for the estab
lishment of adequate port facilities in the state of M aine; but this amend
ment shall not be construed to refer to any money that has been, or may
be deposited with this state by the government of the United States, or to
any fund which the state shall hold in trust for any Indian tribe.’

[The fifty -fifth am endm ent w as proposed to th e people by a reso lv e
of the eig h ty -six th leg islatu re, in special session, D ecem ber 4-20, a p 
proved D ecem ber 16, 1933, and h av in g been fav o rab ly voted upon by th e
people a t th e b ien n ial election held S eptem ber 10, 1934, w as p roclaim ed
by th e governor, O ctober 1, 1934, an d th e am endm ent becam e a p a rt of
th e co n stitu tio n .]
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A R T IC L E LVI.

B ond I ssue for C onstruction , I mprovement and E q u ipm en t of S tate
B uiedings .
Article IX of the constitution is hereby amended by adding thereto the
following section:
‘ S ec. 20. The state under authority of proper enactment of the legisla
ture may issue its bonds not to exceed the amount of $2,000,000 payable
within 20 years, at a rate of interest not exceeding 5% per annum, payable
semi-annually, the proceeds to be disbursed for the construction of state
buildings and equipment for same, or remodeling or extension of any
plant which is part of state-owned property. Said bonds shall be desig
nated “ State of Maine Improvement Bonds,” and when paid at maturity or
otherwise retired, shall not be reissued.’

A rticle lx,
amended.

State of Maine
Improvement
Bonds.

[The fifty -six th am endm ent w as proposed to th e people by a resolve
of th e e ig h ty -six th leg islatu re, in special session D ecem ber 4-20, a p 
proved D ecem ber 16, 1933, and h av in g been favo rably voted upon by th e
people a t th e b ien n ial election held S eptem ber 10, 1934, w as proclaim ed
by th e g ov erno r, O ctober 1, 1934, and th e am endm ent becam e a p a rt of
th e co n stitu tio n .]
a r t ic l e l v ii .

L e n g th en in g P eriod of R esidence to Q uaeify as a V oter.
Section 1 of Article II of the constitution, as amended in Articles X X IX
and X L IV , is hereby further amended to read as follow s:
‘SEC. i . Every male citizen of the United States of the age of twentyone years and upwards, excepting paupers, persons under guardianship,
and Indians not taxed, having his residence established in this state for the
term of six months next preceding any election, shall be an elector for
governor, senators and representatives, in the town or plantation where his
residence is so established, and he shall continue to be an elector in such
town or plantation for the period of three months after his removal there
from, if he continues to reside in this state during said period; and the
elections shall be by written ballot. But persons in the military, naval or
marine service of the United States, or this state, shall not be considered
as having obtained such established residence by being stationed in any
garrison, barrack, or military place, in any town or plantation; nor shall
the residence of a student at any seminary of learning entitle him to the
right of suffrage in the town or plantation where such seminary is estab
lished. No person, however, shall be deemed to have lost his residence by
reason of his absence from the state in the military service of the United
States, or of this state.’

A rticle ii, 5 1,
further amended.

Qualifications
of electors.

W ritten ballot.

[The fifty -sev en th am endm ent w as proposed to th e people by a resolve
of the eig h ty -sev en th leg islatu re, approved M arch 30, 1935, and h av in g
been fav o rab ly v oted upon by the people a t a special election held
Septem ber 9, 1935, w as proclaim ed by th e governor, O ctober 8, 1935, and
th e amendment became a p a rt of the constitution.]
A R T IC L E LVIII.

A uthorization of A dditionae I ssue of H ighw ay B onds .
Section 17 of Article IX of the constitution, as amended by Article LII
of the constitution is hereby further amended by striking out all of said
section and inserting in place thereof the following, so that said section,
as amended, shall read as follow s:
‘S ec. 17. The state, under proper enactment of the legislature, may
issue its bonds not exceeding in the aggregate $36,000,000 in amount at any
one time, and all bonds issued after the year 1935 shall be payable serially
within 15 years from date of issue, at a rate of interest not exceeding 4%
per year, payable semi-annually.

A rticle ix, § 17,
further amended.
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— highway bridge
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match federal
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The proceeds of bonds hereafter issued and outstanding under authority
of this section to the extent of $5,000,000 shall be devoted solely to the con
struction of the system of state highways heretofore designated or to such
as may hereafter be designated. Said bonds, when paid at maturity or
otherwise retired, shall not be reissued. All bonds issued under the
authority of this section shall be in addition to the bonds heretofore issued
in the amount of $3,000,000, the proceeds of which were devoted to the
building of a combination highway and railroad bridge across the Kennebec
river between the city of Bath and the town of Woolwich, and in addition
to the bonds heretofore issued in the amount of $900,000, the proceeds of
which were devoted to the building of a highway bridge across the Penob
scot river between the towns of Prospect, Verona and Bucksport. P ro
vided further, that in case it becomes necessary in the judgment of the
governor and council to match available federal funds for the construc
tion of state highways, the state may issue its bonds up to $1,000,000 per
year, the proceeds thereof to be available for the aforesaid purpose after
July 1, 1936.’

[The fifty -e ig h th am endm ent w as proposed to th e people by a resolve
of th e eig h ty -sev en th legislatu re, approved M arch 30, 1935, an d h av in g
been fav o rab ly voted upon by th e people a t a special election held
Septem ber 9, 1935, w as proclaim ed by th e governor, O ctober 8, 1935, and
the am end m ent becam e a p a rt of th e co n stitu tio n .]
132 Me. 502.
A R T IC L E LIX.

A uthorization of U se of V oting M a ch in es in E lections .
Article ii,
further amended.
Voting machines.

Article II of the constitution, as amended, is hereby further amended
by adding thereto the following section:
‘SEC. 5. Voting machines, or other mechanical devices for voting, may
be used at all elections under such regulations as may be prescribed by law;
provided, however, the right of secret voting shall be preserved/

[The fifty -n in th am endm ent w as proposed to th e people by a resolve
of the eig h ty -sev en th legislatu re, approved A pril 6, 1935, and h av in g
been fav o rab ly voted upon by th e people a t a special election held
Septem ber 9, 1935, w as proclaim ed by th e gov erno r O ctober 8, 1935, and
the am end m ent becam e a p a rt of th e co n stitu tio n .]
A R T IC L E LX.

A uthorization of B ond I ssue in F avor of D eer I see-S edgwick B ridge
D istrict .
Article ix,
further amended.

Article IX of the constitution is hereby amended by adding thereto the
following section:

‘S ec. 21. The state under authority of proper enactment of the legisla
ture may issue its bonds not to exceed the amount of $500,000, payable
within 30 years, at a rate of interest not exceeding 5% per annum, payable
semi-annually, the proceeds to be disbursed for maintenance of a bridge
between the towns of Deer Isle and Sedgwick, and for interest charges on,
and retirement of bonds issued by the Deer Isle-Sedgwick Bridge D istrict;
Bond issue for
Deer Isle-Sedgwick said bonds to be issued only at such times and in such amounts as may be
bridge.
required to furnish funds additional to the receipts of the Deer IsleSedgwick bridge for maintenance, interest and the retirement of bonds
issued by the Deer Isle-Sedgwick Bridge District/

[The six tie th am endm ent w as proposed to th e people by a resolve of
the eig h ty -sev en th leg islatu re, approved A pril 6, 1935, and h av in g been
favorably voted upon by the people a t a special election held S eptem ber
9, 1935, w as proclaim ed by th e g o v ern o r O ctober 8, 1935, and th e am en d 
m ent becam e a p a rt of th e co n stitu tio n .]
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A R T IC L E LXI.

P roviding for L onger R esidence to Q ualify as a V oter.
Section I of Article II of the constitution, as amended by Article X L IV ,
is hereby further amended to read as follow s:

A rticle il, i 1,
further amended.

‘S ec. i . Every citizen of the United States of the age of 21 years and
upwards, excepting paupers, persons under guardianship, and Indians not
taxed, having his or her residence established in this state for the term of
six months next preceding any election, shall be an elector for governor,
senators and representatives, in the city, town or plantation where his or
her residence has been established for the term of three months next pre
ceding such election, and he or she shall continue to be an elector in such
city, town or plantation for the period of three months after his or her
removal therefrom, if he or she continues to reside in this state during
such period; and the elections shall be by written ballot. But persons in
the military, naval or marine service of the United States, or this state,
shall not be considered as having obtained such established residence by
being stationed in any garrison, barrack, or military place, in any city, town
or plantation; nor shall the residence of a student at any seminary of learn
ing entitle him to the right of suffrage in the city, town or plantation where
such seminary is established. No person, however, shall be deemed to
have lost his residence by reason of his absence from the state in the
military service of the United States or of this state.’

Qualifications
of electors.

[The six ty -first am endm ent w as proposed to th e people by a resolve
of th e eig h ty -se v e n th leg islatu re, approved F eb ru ary 25, 1937, and h a v 
in g been fa v o ra b ly voted upon by th e people a t th e S tate election held
S eptem ber 12, 1938, w as proclaim ed by th e g ov erno r O ctober 3, 1938, and
th e am end m ent becam e a p a rt of th e co n stitu tio n .]
A R T IC L E LX II

L im itin g to H ig h w a y P urposes t h e U se of R evenues D erived from th e
T axation of V ehicles U sed on t h e P ublic H ighw ays , and F uels
U sed for P ropulsion of S uch V eh icles .
Article IX of the constitution amended. Article IX of the constitution
is hereby amended by adding thereto the following section to be numbered
section 22, and to read as follow s:
‘S ec. 22. A ll revenues derived from fees, excises and license taxes re
lating to registration, operation and use of vehicles on public highways,
and to fuels used for the propulsion of such vehicles shall be expended
solely for cost of administration, statutory refunds and adjustments, pay
ment of debts and liabilities incurred in construction and reconstruction of
highways and bridges, the cost of construction, reconstruction, main
tenance and repair of public highways and bridges under the direction and
supervision of a state department having jurisdiction over such highways
and bridges and expense for state enforcement of traffic laws and shall
not be diverted for any purpose, provided that these limitations shall not
apply to revenue from an excise tax on motor vehicles imposed in lieu of
personal property tax.’

[The sixty-seco nd am endm ent w as proposed to th e people by a resolve
of th e n in e ty -first legislatu re, approved A pril 9, 1943, and h av in g been
favo rably v oted upon by the people a t th e S tate election held S eptem ber
11, 1944, w as proclaim ed by ithe g ov erno r O ctober 27, 1944, and th e
am endm ent becam e a p a rt of th e co n stitu tio n .]

— written ballot.
— soldiers or
seamen in U. S.
service.
— students at
colleges and
academies.
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